Herbert I. Diaz 


A First Exploration of Power 
Personal, Societal, and Global 
Finding no clash of civilizations, 


rather a clash of consciousness and 
morality levels. 


A First Exploration of Power 


A First Exploration of Power 


Editions: 2017; 2022; & 2023 


Published by: 


Lulu, Self-Publishing Press 
www.lulu.com 


Standard copyright license © 2017 by Herbert I. Diaz 


No part of this publication may, without the prior written permission of the author, 
be reproduced and made public using print, photocopy, microfilm or 
by any other means as well. 


Aruba copyright registration AUT-00850 
Date June 6, 2017 


Serving Self or Serving Community? 
The answer this book suggests is 
to find a balance between the two... 


Dedicated to all people that would like to better 
understand the phenomenon of POWER and prefer 
choosing for its more humane applications. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT 


aking on the challenge to write a concise book about power, in 
general, is not an easy task. The subject is ultimately complex, covers 
an infinite number of issues, and allows approaches from different 

perspectives. So, to accomplish this task, | did three things: 

1. Search from different angles using an extra-disciplinary method while 

examining available books and texts from knowledgeable authors. 
2. Structure the text more comprehensively. 
3. Seek feedback from a group of relatives, friends, and acquaintances. 


The result became a descriptive text that arranges for the reader attentive 
to the marvel of power an expansive view of the multiple aspects related to 
the topic. This effort can serve further as a groundwork for more research 
and later even for theory building in this field. 


My gratitude goes therefore to all the writers and authors that | explored to 
compile and arrange this text. To the best of my ability, | quoted and 
referred to my sources of information. In the last case that someone was 
overlooked, at no point, do | claim any first-hand knowledge about the 
reviewed topics. My contributions refer to composing the subjects, 
establishing the links between them, and making the proposals adequately 
identified as such. 


The third step certainly gave the text an extra value. Hence, | express 
sincere appreciation to all who provided feedback in the form of remarks or 
suggestions and without necessarily agreeing on the contents of the book. 


This group consisted of the following persons: Glenn Sankatsing, Luc Alofs, 
Lydia Emerencia, Gene Nahar, Ruby Eckmeyer, Gina Paula, Sonja 
Velthuizen, Raymond Maxwell, Clementia Eugene, Mario E. Croes, 
Shameeza van Loon, and Sheila Maduro. | also want to thank my son Ivan 
Diaz Risquez and my nephew Alberto Diaz Hiedra for their critical stand and 
moral support. 


Thriving upon what has happened 
In history, without turning against anybody. 
But looking instead for ways that could 
benefit everybody. 


“Be Strong ... to be weak is to invite aggression, 
oppression, tyranny, misery and woe.” 


From the Netflix TV series FRONTIER 


vi 


Foreword 

his concise book addresses the fact that our society and personal life are 
being affected by unseen human forces, and that many people would 
appreciate comprehending the powers behind those forces. 


When starting with this effort, a cartoon that | once saw came to my mind. 
Two insects were standing in front of each other. Callouts above their tiny 
heads, showed the phrase: “Will | eat you, or will you eat me?” Of course, 
we face here a case of the ‘Law of the Jungle,’ or as Herbert Spencer coined 
it ‘the survival of the fittest.' In the jungle, however, there is always a direct 
reason for survival when its participants become aggressive. Not so in the 
world of humans where without apparent existential reasons, people can 
become like aggressive creatures. The latter motivated me to find out what 
lies behind the actions of so many people when they go wild for seemingly 
no good reason. The findings of my literature research became this pint-size 
book about power. A concept that turns out to be both simple and 
sophisticated at the same time. It happens that at first sight, power repre- 
sents a cloudy and contested notion for many people. When concentrating 
on it a bit, it suddenly appears very simple. Then deepening further into this 
concept ducks, us again into a very intricate pool where many positive and 
negative aspects of power dwell. The idea is to offer a broad description of 
the subject under review from which the reader can get the essentials of 
the occurrence of power and its impact on society. The text also leads to a 
definite conclusion: that power exerted with materialistic motives only will 
always produce poor results. On the other hand, the power wielded with 
positively valued spiritual’ purposes can yield beneficial outcomes for 
everyone. 


When writing this book in 2017, and after that, a few geopolitical topics 
have pulled the attention of the Western world. These topics would justify 
at least a bulky and specialized book to deal with them thoroughly. But 
since this is not a book about geopolitics it would also lead this exploratory 
volume beyond its intended scope. Therefore, | will report on them only in 
brief (see chapters seven through ten). Just enough to look for the elements 
of power that they may contain. Though, with what | worked out more in 
detail, | wish book lovers a pleasant and enriching read. 
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- Introduction 


n human society, power is everywhere. It affects everybody in some way, or 

even in many ways. Personal relations, be it the relations between family 

members, spouses, friends, colleagues, or contenders, all contain their 
power aspects. In the intricate world of business, politics, and international 
affairs, it is no different. An assumption here could hence be that people 
should get acquainted with the vital concept of power. Nevertheless, | have 
experienced that for too many people, power remains a vague field. For some, 
the subject is yet considered taboo. 


This book offers the reader a broad and useful insight on the topic of power 
from the perspectives of management, philosophy, psychology, history, 
geopolitics, and spirituality. It is, therefore, making the reader more aware of 
the wide-ranging nature of power. In general, it states that power is neither 
good nor bad. Further that there is no clash of civilizations but rather a clash of 
consciousness and morality levels. On a personal level, the text indicates ways 
to avoid being overridden by the negative aspects and applications of power. 


Remarkably simple can a definition of power be. Not so are the outcomes in 
numerous fields and at different levels. The title of the book “A First Explora- 
tion of Power on Personal, Societal and Global Levels” suggests a short and 
general text that nonetheless seeks to understand the potential and different 
ways of people achieving things. | elaborated on the topic by conducting an 
unbound literature study with not only the purpose of reaching a thorough 
view of the occurrence power but also to lay the foundation for a further 
review of this vital matter. The West received special attention because of its 
importance to the world we live in, where Eurocentrism still plays such an 
important role. 


After the introduction, this book contains thirteen chapters. The first twelve 
chapters cover the topic of power. At the end of each chapter, there is a 
summary. Chapter thirteen is a general summary. Not every section is the 
same length. The differences between the publications of 2017, 2022, and 
2023 are slight and do not alter the original content. 


- Chapter one starts with an approach to power as applied in the private 
and public sectors. The idea is not to specialize in the kind of executive or 
management control but to initiate the process of understanding the 
subject under review. 


- Chapter two goes a bit deeper while revealing that power is very much 
related to the human being herself or himself and that things can work out 
differently from what the reader may expect. 

- Chapter three explains that power has its downside as well, like the two 
sides of a coin. 

- Chapter four reveals the relations between power, fear, greed, and 
vanity. It also describes narcissistic personality disorder and explains how 
this leads to extreme egocentrism and people that are harmful to society. 

- Chapter five explains how power is dealt with when considered the 
ultimate instrument to maintain order in the state and above morality. 

- Chapter six indicates three basic rules of power, the connection between 
power and force, and the role of consciousness. 

- Chapter seven gives a shorthand review of the history of western 
Europe, highlighting some important events that affected the balance of 
power in that continent. 

- Chapter eight describes how several non-western authors look at the 
impact that the colonization by European countries is having on them. It 
also reveals five human phenomena that led to conduct of disregard for the 
people from the colonized countries. 

- Chapter nine describes some main events that took place in Europe and 
the world after World War II to help understand the power play in modern 
times. 

- Chapter ten deals with some present-day hot issues and shows that in the 
West and the rest of the world, things have not changed much since ancient 
times. 

- Chapter eleven provides insights from the authors reviewed in chapter 
seven that can help people, especially those in the ex-colonized countries, 
to cope more effectively with Eurocentrism. 

- Chapter twelve is the last substantive part of the text and advocates for 
a more positive spiritual development of humanity as a critical condition 
and hope for positive and valuable use of power throughout the world. 

- Chapter thirteen is closing—a kind of a brief overview of the book and its 
principal conclusions. 


1. Starting with power in management 


ower can mean many different things to different people. Some see 
power as corrupt. For others, the more control they have, the more 
successful they feel. For even others, power is of no interest at all. 


However, what is power? We can see power as the capacity to do 
something. In this respect, it is synonymous with words like capability, 
ability, agency, competence, faculty, potential, and quality. We say, for 
instance, "the power of speech." 


In management theories, power is also the skill to direct the behavior of 
others or influence the course of events. Here we see power coming from 
people that consciously employ their will and influence to control, change, 
or accomplish some goal by themselves or through others. 


Merriam-Webster offers this definition of Power: “possession of control, 
authority, or influence over others.” 


The way | explained power so far should ring a bell. Because if power is the 
ability to do something, then we face here a technical, and in principle, 
neutral and action-based purpose. “The power to...” drive. Moreover, if 
power is also the skill to direct the behavior of others, then we meet the 
sort of social control that the rest of this chapter and book describes. We 
face here, in fact, a value-laden power purpose. “The power over ...” aim. 


At this point, it is also convenient to explain that people can use both: the 
power to do something, and the power over someone, in a good or evil 
way. Applied for the good, power represents a force that equates to love. 
Used in harmful ways, it leads to abuse fueled by feelings of anger, greed, 
and hate. Sankatsing (2016, 111-146) calls this destructive application of 
power over nature and others “domination.” All love and hate relations are 
power relations. 


Moreover, according to modern psychology, the only way to foster happy, 

fulfilling relations is through relationships where the power elements are in 
balance with each other. Though extending on love and hate relations does 
not belong to the topic of this text. So, | deal with this issue until this point. 


The management field provides us with other insights that are useful for 
understanding power, not only in administrative terms but also in a more 
general way. It specifies that people call power authority lest it has been 
accepted and sanctioned. 


Power should not be confused with manipulation. The difference between 
the two is that when exerting influence, the subjected people are conscious 
of it. When manipulation takes place, the people involved are not aware of 
what is going on. 


The goals that people pursue through power can serve personal interests or 
seek to meet the needs of several people or groups within an organization 
or society. 


Michel Foucault (1926 — 1984) was a French philosopher, historian of 

ideas, social theorist, and literary critic who addressed the relationship 
between power and knowledge", and how people use both as a form 

of social control through societal institutions. This intellectual defined 
power as a struggle and made clear that power does not exist 
independently in the social field. In the area, as mentioned above, they 
apply it to others. In this respect, it is essential to know how the other party 
perceives it. What one accepts can generate resistance from the other. 
Further that the give-and-take nature of power many times creates a sort of 
power balance. A supervisor, for instance, can request the performance of a 
task, but the employee could refuse or boycott the request. 


A particular aspect of power is that it stretches out over a specific area. This 
area always has boundaries. Mentioned boundaries can consist of any 
precise task, department, company, region, nation, or an array of countries. 
Outside these boundaries, different power structures and relations may 
exist. 


Power is also always based on something. Five bases of power" were 
identified by John French and Bertram Raven in the early sixties of the last 
century through a study they had conducted on power in leadership roles. 
French and Raven divide the identified five bases of power into two 
categories: formal power and personal power. 


Formal Power: 


Legitimate power comes from having a position of power in an 
organization, such as being the boss or a key member of a leadership 
team. This type of power comes when employees in the organization 
recognize the authority of the individual. For example, the Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) determines the overall direction and the 
resource needs of the company. 

Coercive power conveys through fear of losing one’s job, being 
demoted, receiving a poor performance review, having prime projects 
taken away, etc. This power comes through menacing others. For 
example, the Vice President (VP) of Sales threatens salespeople to 
meet targets or get substituted. 

Reward power expresses by rewarding individuals for compliance with 
one’s wishes. Rewards may occur through giving bonuses, raises, 
promotions, extra time off from work, etc. For example, the supervisor 
who provides employees compensation time when they meet a planned 
goal. 


Personal Power: 


4. 


Expert power comes from one’s experiences, skills, or knowledge. As we 
gain experience in particular areas and become trained leaders in those 
areas, we begin to gather expert power that we use to get others to help 
us meet our goals. For example, the Project Manager is an expert at 
solving particularly challenging problems to ensure a project stays on 
track. 

Referent power comes from being trusted and respected. We can gain 
referent power when others believe what we do and respect us for how 
we handle situations. For example, the HR assistant is known for 
safeguarding that employees are treated fairly and comes to the rescue 
of those who are not. 


So far, the description of power given refers to the use it gets in 
management practices of the private sector. But the public sector has its 
administration as well, where on the one hand the same type of power 
exists as in the private sector, but where also some other aspects are 
introduced. In the public sector, people decentralize power in western 
democracies according to the insights of Baron de Montesquieu” exposed 
in 1748 in his treatise “De l'esprit des Lois,” or as translated into English in 
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1750 by Thomas Nugent “The Spirit of the Laws.” Montesquieu’s usual 
partition is, 


1. The legislative power, which embraces a congress, senate, or parliament. 
Here we find the delegates of the people that control government and 
present, revise, amend, and approve new laws. It is the highest form of 
power in a country. 


2. The executive power of the government, consisting of ministers, 
cabinets, and implementing bodies with public servants. 


3. The Judicial power of judges, prosecutors, and the police force. Here is 
where overseeing compliance with the laws and law enforcement take 
place. 


Summary: 

Management provides us with some basic but essential understandings of 
power. More specifically, about executive power. In short, we find that 
power has different meanings to different people. In its purest form, power 
is the capacity to do something ourselves or exert influence over others to 
have them do what we want. Both meanings lead to two different purposes 
of control. The ‘power to’ and the ‘power over’ objects. Both objects can 
find an application in good or evil ways. In the right way, power generates a 
force that equates to love. In a harmful way, it leads to abuse of power. 
Accepted sanctioned power is called authority. Power should not be 
confused with manipulation. In the first case, people are conscious of what 
is happening to them. In the second case, this is not so. We also find that 
power does not exist independently but in mutual relations with others. 
The reciprocal nature of power creates many times a sort of power balance. 
Another aspect of power is that it has boundaries. Outside these 
boundaries, other power influences exist. Finally, we realize that power 
always stands on something. French and Raven identified in 1960 five 
power bases in management and classified them into two main groups, 
which are: formal and personal power. In the public sector of Western 
democracies, power is being decentralized, by Montesquieu, into 
Legislative, Executive, and Judicial Power. 


2. Examining power deeper 


f power is the capacity to do things and to get things done, then follows 
that there are multiple types of power, because many fields, sorts, and 
levels of action exist where goals are pursued and achieved. 


John Kehoe highlights in his book Mind Power Into the 21° Century (2011) 
that our brain is the most crucial instrument of power. Not only does our 
conscious mind with its faculties of concentration, memory, reasoning, 
discernment, and free will matter. Also, our unconscious mind, with its 
irrational emotions, intuition, creativity, dreams, and visualization abilities, 
provides humans with a sophisticated gadget to define and realize goals. 


The role of the human mind is remarkable. It can produce intellect in the 
form of scientific, technical, and pragmatic knowledge. Referred ability is a 
powerful act that completely embraces the fields of research and 
education. Next, the available expertise creates the possibility of achieving 
new things. Francis Bacon (1561 — 1626),” an English philosopher, 
statesman, scientist, and author, formulated this beautifully for the first 
time in the West in the expression “Knowledge is Power.” In other words, 
knowledge results in a unique type of power where mindpower, particularly 
intelligence, leads to scholarly aptitude. In this respect, it is interesting to 
understand the crucial function of the brain. This function is the capacity to 
link! Psychiatrists have discovered that the more brain connections exist, 
the more intelligent, and thus powerful the person is. Creativity is all about 
connecting common ideas in uncommon ways. 


Further, we find that teamwork and networks augment the power of a 
group through the so-called synergy effect. The total result is always more 
than the sum of its separate parts. The same effect we find in relational 
databases where the linking of data leads to unimaginable information and 
insights. 


In his book, The Anatomy of Power (1983), the Canadian American 
economist John Kenneth Galbraith brings along the element of submission 
of the party on whom control is exerted. He introduces three instruments 
to exercise submission which are: condign, compensating, and conditioned. 


Mentioned instruments use punishment when deserved (condign power), 
positive incentives (compensating power), or gained by social conditioning 


or any mental influencing tactic (conditioned power). The author also 
divides power by source. In his classification, power stems either from 
personality, property, or organization. Galbraith specifies further a short 
history of the use of power, noting that condign power first moved towards 
compensatory and then towards conditioned power. Furthermore, from 
personality to property to the organization. Galbraith finally details what he 
views as the main domains of power in the modern world. These domains 
are government, the military, religion, and the press. 


Michael Mann (1942), a British-born professor of Sociology at the University 
of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), is a central figure in contemporary 
sociology. In his book Global Powers (2016), Mann acknowledges how social 
powers have shaped world history. The latter means that when power is 
applied, it awakens a force that has outcomes or results. Like Galbraith, 
although in a slightly different way, this scientist identifies four domains of 
(social) power. His classification for the twentieth and twenty-first centuries 
contains the power domains: ideology, economy, the military, and politics. 


The authors checked so far, curiously, do not specify the domains of 
Philosophy, Science, Technology, Social Media, the Justice System, Law 
Enforcement, Secret Societies, Metaphysics, Cults, Education, Health, 
Finance, Business, and Labor Unions. However, it should also be clear that 
these domains, fields, or areas provide significant power types and sources 
where people use instruments like information, money, sex, laws, weapons, 
dogmas, and discourses. Note that in the cases of money and sex, and in 
the case of power itself, they also often serve as powerful motivators. The 
French postmodernist Michael Foucault affirmed that power is everywhere 
(Foucault 1991)”. Remarkably enough, those with power do not always 
obtain their desired results. The ones deemed entirely unable to act can 
find ways, for instance, by swiftly sliding into a strategic position or by 
uniting strength or only through resisting, to neutralize the intentions of the 
mighty ones. So, it is not impossible to experience in a power battle that the 
powerless finish as powerful and the powerful end up being powerless. 
Since power aims at the realization of goals, evaluating the latter turns out 
to be paramount. As the reader will notice in the next chapters, power can 
not only have useful and noble usages. People can also easily abuse power. 


The last note at the end of this chapter is to understand the power 
phenomenon; indeed, we must not only look at its outer aspects, bases, 
sources, and types. We also have to search inside the human being since at 


the root of all power lies hidden unrevealed and uncontrollable forces that 
result in being determinants for human behavior. A scientist that unravels 

this subject in his book Power vs Force is Dr. David R. Hawkins (2007). This 

subject will receive a more in-depth thought later in this text. 


Summary: 

According to Kehoe, Galbraith, and Mann, there are multiple types of 
power. The main types identified by them are 1. The human condition: 
brain and intellectual ability 2. The way submission is created and dealt with 
condign, compensating, and conditioned power 3. Sources of power: 
personality, property, and organizations. 4. Fields where skill plays a vital 
role: politics and government, economy, the military, religion, and ideology, 
and not to forget the press. Although not explicitly specified by the 
examined authors, it should be clear that the domains, fields or areas of the 
justice system and law enforcement, social media, secret societies, 
education, health, finance, commerce, and labor unions, implicitly result in 
significant power sectors, types, modes, and sources, where people use 
power instruments. Instruments of power are, for instance: information, 
money, sex, laws, weapons, dogmas, and discourses. In the cases of money, 
sex, and power itself, they also serve as powerful motivators. Francis Bacon, 
as the first person in the West, defined knowledge as power. Michael 
Foucault affirmed that power is everywhere. Typically connecting power 
sources and elements like brain cells, ideas, data, and work efforts increase 
their outcomes. The latter gives the factor “linking” a potent function that 
increases the power of unconnected power sources and elements. Power is 
not always able to achieve its desired results. The powerless can finish as 
powerful while the powerful can end up being powerless. Power may have 
useful and noble usages, or people can use it in an abusive manner. 
According to Dr. Hawkins, hidden unrevealed, and uncontrollable forces are 
determinants of human behavior. 


3. Abuse of power 


he previous chapters explained that power could mean different 

things to different people. However, many times it means directing 

the behavior of others or influencing the course of events. More 
specifically, it refers to people that employ consciously their will to control, 
change, or accomplish some goal by themselves or through others. When 
we accept and sanction power, we call it authority and should use it for the 
common good. However, everybody knows that things can, and indeed do 
go wrong. The people in charge are then more concerned with their 
interests or with the benefits of lobbyists to whom they owe favors and 
campaign money. 


In cases where abuse of power occurs in the form of official misconduct, the 
misconduct then constitutes an unlawful act, done in an official capacity, 
which affects the performance of official duties. Some examples of personal 
abuse of power, which by the way run parallel with corruption, are the 
following: extorting, bribing, fraud, theft, use of excessive force, deception, 
and ill-treatment of the public. Another form of official misconduct appears 
in cases of democratically elected leaders who once in office become (like) 
dictators. This occurs most of the time in weak democracies or when the 
people can easily be manipulated and fooled because of ignorance or great 
discontent or anger. Actions, as mentioned earlier, of course, are often 
grounds for punishment or removal of an elected or appointed official. 

We find a particular form of abuse in the cases where some exploit power 
to create knowledge that benefits only a few like in the affairs of big 
pharma that refuse the production of cheaper and less harmful medicine, 
just to boost their financial outcomes. In these cases, we could say that 
power becomes knowledge instead of representing a truthful power source. 


At the family level abuse also happens in the form of domestic violence 
against partners, children, and the elder. Examples are physical, sexual, 
mental, emotional, and psychological harassment and bullying. The abuse 
mentioned above occurs then using physical force, financial deprivation, 
psychological or sexual cruelty. At the employment level, sexual harassment 
is something that is getting more and more attention. But cases of abuse do 
not limit themselves to families and employees with official duties. 


It happens at the institutional and global levels, too, in any field of human 
achievement. The specific fields or domains indicated in the previous 
chapter which | reiterate here once more are politics and government, 
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secret societies, economy and commerce, the military, religion or ideology, 
the press, and social media, the justice system and law enforcement, 
education, finance, and all sorts of unions. In these fields also use of 
excessive force, sexual assaults against children and women, and 
psychological oppression of large amounts of people occur. Additionally, we 
face abuse through practices like demagogy, blackmailing, fear, 
manipulation, discrimination”, fabricated truths, misleading discourses, 
induced consent, economic exploitation, slavery, child labor, and corporate 
tax evasion. The list is vast, diverse, scary, and very damaging for societies 
around the world“. Since it would take too long to describe all forms of 
abuse mentioned before, it is better to look at what is common in abuse of 
power, where misuse of power comes from, and what we can do to avoid 
the misapplication of power. Briefly stated: what is common in abuse of 
power is a disregard for others and a lack of control over the abuser’s force 
and ambitions. The origin of the misuse of power lies notionally in low 
motives, where among others, the abuser misses the awareness and 
connection between all that exists. Finally, what people can do to avoid the 
misapplication of power is temper their Ego, raise self-awareness, and 
adopt positive spiritual values. These are subjects that will be dealt with as 
they become clearer how power works in the following chapters. 


Summary: 

In modern democracies, the establishment can get more concerned with 
their interests, or with the benefits of lobbyists to whom they owe favors 
and campaign money. Misconduct constitutes an unlawful act that, in most 
cases, runs parallel with corruption. Mentioned actions are often grounds 
for punishment or removal of an elected or appointed official. Abuse of 
power occurs on personal, family, institutional, and global levels. It can 
happen using physical force, economic exploitation, financial shortcomings, 
psychological or sexual cruelty against any member of society, or the 
society as a whole. The list of existing forms and instruments of abuse of 
power is vast, diverse, scary, and very damaging for people around the 
world. Common in all sorts of abuse of power is the ‘disregard’ for others 
and the ‘lack of control’ over the abuser’s force and ambitions. Misuse of 
power originates in principle in low motives. Solutions lie in tempering the 
ego, raising self-awareness, and adopting positive spiritual values. 


4. Personality and power 


n the chapters before, power was defined as a capacity or ability to 

realize goals or attain things. This definition, so far, was neutral, which 

means that power is neither good nor bad. But things do not remain 
that simple since human beings commonly charge their abilities and skills 
with positive or negative intentions and meanings. Chapter three showed 
that when things go wrong, what follows is an abuse of power. The 
question now is, why does this happen? This chapter and the following 
ones will show that it has all to do with the people’s mindset and 
circumstances. 


Robert Evans Wilson Jr. (2013), in an internet article entitled Fear vs. 
Power,” states that: “there is a correlation between fear and the amount 
of power people seek. An individual’s motivation for power is to acquire 
control over his environment. A certain amount of controlling behavior is a 
healthy natural survival instinct, but after a point, it becomes harmful. 
When that happens, normal survival is no longer the motivator. Underlying 
the quest for power is fear, and the desire for power is to eliminate fear. 
The more fearful a person is, the more control over their environment, they 
believe they need to feel safe. When they seek out public office, this 
becomes a problem, because those who use power to assuage their fear, 
also use fear against others to bolster and maintain their power. Citizens, 
who are also fearful, support the power-monger to the detriment of all. 
Power itself is not evil; like money, it is indifferent and unbiased in its 
usefulness to the person who possesses it. It does not make the possessor 
evil; it is the possessor who uses it in evil ways.” 


R.E. Wilsons Jr. (2013) also cited Nobel Peace Prize winner and Burmese 
opposition leader, Aung San Suu Kyi in her book, Freedom from Fear 
(1991), who wrote, “It is not power that corrupts but fear. Fear of losing 
power corrupts those who wield it, and fear of the menace of power 
corrupts those who are subject to it. The drive for safety through the War 
on Drugs and the War on Terror has been turning the United States of 
America into a police state. The founders of the U.S.A. had experienced the 
abuse of power and worked to institutionally destroy power by reducing it 
to a minimum. They did this so that people would be free to pursue 

their happiness. Unfortunately, over the years, that freedom has been 
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chipped away by people who are motivated by fear. Everyone wants to be 
free of fear. It is prosperity, however, that is most likely to make people feel 
secure. Simply having the opportunity to achieve success makes people less 
fearful. Political and social freedom offer people a safe place to create their 
fortune. Even if they are unsuccessful, most appreciate having had the 
unfettered opportunity and take responsibility for the effort they made.” 


So far, the extract from the article of Wilson, Jr. (2013), as well as that of 
Aung San Suu Kyi (1991), does rank fear as the top motivator for power. It 
is such a reliable driver of our behavior, he says, and that it may also form 
the basis for every other motivator in our lives. Fear is a prime motivator 
because it is rooted in our childhood experiences, and it moves us 
subconsciously. 


Digging further on the internet, | found the following interesting notes 
concerning narcissistic personality disorder”. “NPD or Narcissistic 
Personality Disorder is a mental disorder characterized by exaggerated 
feelings of self-importance, an excessive need for admiration, and a lack 
of empathy for others. People with the disorder often come across as 
arrogant, stubborn, and envious, and tend to be exploitative in their 
interpersonal relationships. They can be excessively preoccupied with 
personal adequacy, power, prestige, and vanity. As a personality disorder, 
those with NPD have poor insight into their condition and may not 
acknowledge that their behavior causes problems for others or themselves. 
Psychologists estimated that NPD affects up to five percent of the 
population. First formulated in 1968, NPD was historically 

called megalomania, and is a form of severe egocentrism.” 


Further, we know from Machiavelli’s ideas about power, and also from 
psychology in general, that circumstances play a vital role in a person’s 
behavior. Referred circumstances imply that people can behave differently 
under unusual conditions. Consequently, a stronger or more able individual 
can easily abuse a weaker or less able one if he or she gets the opportunity 
to do so. The latter will be particularly the case if the value system of the 
abuser does not impose a limiting factor on him or her. 
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Fortunately, the opposite is exact as well. People with high self-esteem, a 
positive attitude, and a value system will show respect and empathy for 
others. We will see later on that if we add to this a highly developed 
consciousness and positive values, fear and greed will disappear so that 
power can act as a force for good. 


Summary: 

Power itself is not evil. It is the human being that applies it in negative 
ways. Fear can act as a strong motivator to acquire control over the 
environment. It is then an individual’s motivation for power that, after a 
point turns harmful. Fear is a prime motivator that is rooted in 

our childhood experiences, and that moves us subconsciously. Everyone 
wants to be free of fear, and it is prosperity that is most likely to make 
people feel secure. Narcissistic Personality Disorder is a mental disorder 
characterized by exaggerated feelings of self-importance, an excessive need 
for admiration, and a lack of empathy for others. People with this disorder 
can be excessively preoccupied with personal adequacy, power, prestige, 
and vanity. Those with NPD generally may not acknowledge that their 
behavior causes problems for others or themselves. Another fact is that 
circumstances can play a vital role in a person’s behavior. Referred 
circumstances imply that people can behave differently under unusual 
conditions. Because of this, a more reliable or more able individual can 
easily abuse a weaker or less able one. Mainly this could be the case if the 
value system of the abuser does not impose a limiting factor on him or her. 
On the contrary, as will be explained in the next chapters, a positive 
personality can apply its power for the common good. 
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5. Machiavelli on power 


iccolo Machiavelli (1469 — 1527) was born in Florence, Italy, in the 

second half of the fifteenth century and lived there till the end of 

the first quarter of the sixteenth century. He is considered by many 
the father of modern political theory”. His ideas about power were so 
shocking at that time, and till now, that Leo Strauss nicknamed him the 
teacher of evil, or worse, the apostle of the devil. The truth is that 
Machiavelli expressed the temperament and beliefs of his time, which 
other writers failed to do. He saw his contemporary rulers putting more 
importance on practicality than morality, politics than ethics, and science 
than religion. 


Machiavelli saw reality as a power struggle, where the degree of power 
that a person possesses defines his place in society. In other words, those 
on top are more powerful than those below. 


Power stands above and beyond morality when it boils down to keeping 
the stability of the nation. Thus, the ruler need not be moral to lead; all he 
needs is the power to maintain order in the state. Hence, Machiavelli’s 
well-known ethics are formulated in a single sentence: “The end justifies 
the means.” 


This philosopher, diplomat, and writer also saw his fellow men as selfish, 
ungrateful, and disloyal. Timid of danger and eager for personal gains. They 
follow their leader because they fear him, and not because they love him. 
The leader further must take care never to become a victim himself. Rather 
he must be the aggressor when encountering an enemy of the political 
order. 


Many will disagree with Machiavelli. However, they will have to admit that 
throughout human history on numerous occasions and under several 
circumstances, his thoughts and actions prevailed, and still do until today. 


But notice as well that Machiavelli, contrasting the exposed ideas 
throughout this text, assigns a total amorality to power*" and the actions 
that spring from it when the stability of a nation is at stake. Machiavelli’s 
thought could be considered acceptable by some as a critical survival 
strategy. But clearly, the worldview here is pure materialistic while 
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consciousness levels, as well as the morality codes, plunge to their lowest 
point. 


Summary: 

Machiavelli expressed the temperament and beliefs of his time, which 
other writers failed to do. He saw his contemporary rulers putting more 
importance on practicality than morality, politics than ethics, and science 
than religion. 

Power stands above and beyond morality when it boils down to keeping 
the stability of the nation. Hence, Machiavelli’s well-known sentence: “The 
end justifies the means.” Many will disagree with Machiavelli. However, 
they will have to admit that throughout human history on numerous 
occasions and under several circumstances, his thoughts and actions 
prevailed, and still do until today. But clearly, the worldview of the so- 
called father of modern political theory by far is purely materialistic. At the 
same time, consciousness levels, as well as the morality codes, plunge to 
their lowest point. The latter contrasts the ideas exposed throughout this 
text. 
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6. The real sources of power 


t a negotiation table, the party with the most urgent needs many 

times is in the weakest position. The party that can play the game of 

getting all it wants, otherwise stand up and walk away without 
committing his/her needs, is in the most influential position. Why? Simply 
because when one needs something, he/she becomes dependent on the 
one who can satisfy that need. Here we meet a simple rule of power: the 
most dependent party has the weakest position and provides the ‘power- 
over-others’ to the opponent. 


As a consequence of the above, people with enough ambition" and 
willingness to take risks can employ their intellect, hard work, and other 
skills to get control over means in the form of capital, property, goods, and 
services which they can use to satisfy the needs of others. With mentioned 
means, they can provide, for instance, an income for workers, in return for 
their support in achieving more capital for the boss. Here we meet another 
rule of power: the one with greater control over means can employ the 
weaker ones to produce more wealth for the provider of income. 


We find a third category where actions result from decisions made under 
specific conditions that do not leave space for acting otherwise. So, we 
meet the third rule of power: circumstances can impose actions and 
results. 


The abovementioned rules, consistent with the definition of power given in 
chapter 2, imply that power has an outcome or result which constitutes a 
force. Power and force thus are two separate things that nonetheless 
appear intrinsically connected. These rules also reveal that power goes 
hand in hand with motives because, without reason, power would not be 
set in motion to realize actions and goals. 


Abraham Maslow (1908-1970) stated that people are motivated to achieve 
specific needs. When one need is fulfilled, a person seeks to fulfill the next 
one, and so on. Maslow”” summarized his new motivational theory in his 
1943 paper “A Theory of Human Motivation" in Psychological Review. Today 
this is known as the hierarchy of needs pyramid. One must satisfy lower-level 
needs before progressing to meet higher-level needs. Once these needs have 
been reasonably satisfied, one may be able to reach the highest level called 
self-actualization. 
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Frederick Herzberg (1923-2000), expanded on Maslow’s original motivational 
theory in 1968 with his Two-Factor-Theory”. Essential for us here is that 
Herzberg discovered that a specific level of consciousness attends to each 
level of need. Furthermore, the lowest needs are materialistic/physical, and 
can only provide temporary satisfaction when fulfilled. The higher needs are 
spiritual and are the real permanent motivators. 


We can classify consciousness itself into three main categories: 
1. Plain or reactive consciousness 

2. Self- or reflexive consciousness, and 

3. Cosmic or whole consciousness. 


From consciousness rises mindfulness. This is a mental state achieved by 
focusing one's awareness on the present moment, while calmly 
acknowledging and accepting one's feelings, thoughts, and bodily 
sensations’. Mentioned mindfulness grows in the intensity of self-awareness 
as the levels of consciousness ascent. 


But consciousness does not act alone. Morality and its accompanying value 
system complement consciousness by determining whether a person will do 
good or evil. The latter is of supreme importance for the achievement of goals 
since it is the level of consciousness together with its value system or moral 
codes that determine to what extent a person realizes the impact and 
transcendence of his or her acts as well as to what degree they show respect 
and consideration for others. This means that Maslow’s needs, combined 
with Herzberg’s consciousness levels alone, cannot fully explain a person’s 
behavior. Therefore, | conclude that we should complement both theories 
with a value or moral code system to reveal, at least under normal conditions, 
the good or bad behavior of people. In this respect, | define good and bad 
further as being respectively helpful and harmful to others. 


The exposition of ideas provided above leads to a broader understanding*”" 
that | will try to explain more visually with my next (original) graph 1. 
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Graph 1: 
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Next, we find that the hierarchy of needs and the levels of consciousness, as 
depicted by Maslow and Herzberg, are not the ultimate sources from which 
human needs arise. Carl Gustav Jung (1875 — 1961), the Swiss psychiatrist and 
psychotherapist who founded analytical psychology, identified sixteen 
personality types that help us understand how people are motivated and 
behave according to a series of qualities*”". These qualities determine what 
the source and direction are of an individual’s energy expression (the 
introvert or extrovert type) and what methods they apply to perceive 
information (sensing or intuiting), process information (thinking or feeling), 
and implement knowledge (judging or perceiving). Jung identifies four 
functions of consciousness which are: sensation, intuition, thought, and 
emotion. Plus, four features of attitude are introversion, extroversion, 
judgment, and perception. 


In marketing and sales, Jung’s sixteen personality types are often reduced to 
four orientations. These orientations are worldly, social, intellectual, and 
spiritual. Every person has, in fact, a personality with a dominant direction. 
According to them, humans find their leading motives to pursue their goals 
that will coincide with the satisfaction of their needs. 


From the branch of science called Neurolinguistics Programming or NLP, we 
learn the concept of motivation direction. It appears that people, in general, 
are motivated either “Away from” or “Towards to”. The last-mentioned 
notion means that repulsion from something or the desire to obtain 
something is what puts people in motion. 
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So far, it must have become apparent that motivation and power are two 
concepts that are intrinsically related to each other since both are responsible 
for the achievement of personal goals. 


David Hawkins’ book “Power vs. Force: The Hidden Determinants of Human 
Behavior’ confirms, in fact, the insights about the concept of power described 
before and depicted in graphics |. This scientist explains that power has not 
only to do with motives but with principles and meaning as well. Note that 
here principles also mean values. His book reveals: Power is always associated 
with that which supports the significance of life itself. It appeals to that part of 
human nature that we call noble (Hawkins, 2007, 132). Native principles 
characterize every civilization. If the principles of culture are generous, it 
succeeds; if they are selfish, it falls. If we examine principles, we’ll see that 
they reside in an invisible realm within consciousness itself (Hawkins, 2007, 
133). The scientist also clearly states, “True power, then, emanates from 
consciousness itself; what we see is a visible manifestation of the invisible 
(Hawkins, 2007, 134).” In other words, Hawkins sees power as something 
inherently good and noble, with a clear link in the chain of motive — meaning 
— principle — consciousness. As a result of this, consciousness reveals itself as 
the ultimate source of power with the brain, as John Kehoe emphasizes, its 
most important instrument. 


Additionally, there is also something mysterious in consciousness. In Hawkins’ 
introduction, the scientist states: Man thinks he lives by the forces he can 
control, but in fact, powers from unrevealed sources govern him. Powers over 
which he has no control (cf. Hawkins, 2007, 37). 


But, if power is something good and noble, why do things go wrong? The 
same analysis made so far provides the answer. Surely, if a person’s 
consciousness level is high or low, but his principles are crooked and his 
motives obscure, he can immediately fall into the misuse of power. The Ego 
plays here a vital role. 


The Ego is that part of the ‘Self’ or ‘I’ that is concerned with personal 
needs. It is the total identity of a person based on his self-image regarding 
his thinking, feeling, and willingness. The Ego distinguishes itself from the 
other selves and reacts to the outside world. David Marcum & Steven 
Smith (2007) write in their book ‘Egonomics,' that the Ego can be a 
person’s greatest asset or his most expensive liability. An inflated Ego will 
disregard others and lose control over its material ambitions, which, as we 
saw earlier, could never grant permanent satisfaction. On the contrary, the 
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well-known Canadian motivational psychologist Nathaniel Branden exposes in 
his book ‘How to Raise Your Self-Esteem,’ that a strong mental background 
regarding positive values, attitudes, self-image, and self-worth will benefit a 
person in his endeavors through life. 


A final special note is nevertheless justified here. It happens that humans are 
not all-powerful, while power itself can turn out to be reliant on the circum- 
stance. We know this, e.g., from the invasions of Eastern and Central Europe 
by the Mongols in the thirteenth century“. Under the command of two 
grandsons of Genghis Khan, these fearful Asian people reached, after being 
repeatedly successful, the frontiers of eastern Austria. Then suddenly they 
retreated and disappeared. Till recently, new studies made clear the reason 
why West Europe was spared. It was because of a sudden climate change. 


| end this chapter by drawing three conclusions that we can consider as 

lessons learned in the case of the Mongol invasions of Eastern and Central 

Europe: 

1. The gunpowder, horses, rudeness, and determination that made the 
Mongols stronger than the Europeans at that time became useless, given 
an uncontrollable variable like the weather. 

2. The Europeans suspended all their local clashes and fights to focus on the 
external menace, which they recognized as a more significant threat. 

3. Nature can annihilate any amount of human power. 


Summary: 

A rule of power is that the most dependent person has a weak position and 
provides the ‘power-over-others’ to his/her opponent. Another state of 
power is that the person with more considerable resources can employ the 
weaker ones to produce more wealth for him or her. The third rule of 
power reads: specific conditions can impose actions and results. Maslow 
summarized his motivation theory in the hierarchy of needs pyramid. One 
must satisfy lower-level needs before progressing to meet higher-level needs 
till reaching the highest level called self-actualization. Herzberg discovered 
that a specific level of consciousness attends to each level of need. From 
consciousness rises mindfulness. Self-awareness intensifies as the levels of 
consciousness ascent. The individual’s morality then determines whether a 
person will do good or evil. We can classify consciousness itself into three 
main categories: 1. Primary or reactive consciousness; 2. Self- or reflexive 
consciousness, and 3. Cosmic or whole consciousness. C. G. Jung identifies 
sixteen personality types based on four functions of consciousness and four 
functions of attitude. Every person has a personality with a dominant 
orientation, be this worldly, social, intellectual, or spiritual. 
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According to what was said before, humans find their principal motives to 
pursue their goals and satisfy their needs. People, according to NLP, are also 
motivated either “Away from” or “Towards to.” Jung identified sixteen 
personality types that help us understand how people are motivated and 
behave according to the direction of their energy expression and what 
methods they apply to perceive, process, and implement information. Power 
and force are intrinsically connected. Force is simply the outcome of 
power. Hawkins sees power as something inherently good and noble, witha 
clear link in the chain of motive — meaning — principle or value — 
consciousness. As a result, consciousness reveals itself as the ultimate source 
of power. The Ego is that part of the ‘Self’ or ‘I’ that is concerned with 
personal needs. The Ego can be a person’s greatest asset or his most 
expensive liability. An inflated Ego will disregard others and lose control 
over its material ambitions. 


On the contrary, a robust mental background regarding positive values, 
attitudes, self-image, and self-worth will benefit a person in his endeavors 
throughout life. Finally, that power can turn out to be reliant on the 
circumstance. Power can also be united and redirected according to priorities, 
while nature can annihilate any amount of existing human power. 
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7. Development of power in the West 


civilizations developed into more advanced cultures. Examples were 
the Indians, Sumerians, Phoenicians, Chinese, Nubians, Egyptians, 
Persians, Greeks, Hittites, Turks, and Arabs. 


E urope was still submerged in primitivism and barbarism when other 


With the rise of the Roman Empire, Europe experienced its first advanced 
and sophisticated civilization™. From 509 BCE, the moment that Rome 
became a Republic till 476 CE, the moment that the Western Roman 
Empire fell, Europe knew almost a thousand years of quick advancement. 
During the mentioned period, state law became a reality, public 
administration took form, communal construction was promoted, and the 
military elevated to a fiercely organized force. The Romans, without a 
doubt, used formal executive power in the way of legitimate, coercive, and 
reward power. 


Directly after the fall of Rome in 476 CE, a power vacuum originated in 
Europe. There were no kingdoms or nations. The Roman Catholic Church 
saw its chance to fill up the gap by providing stability. Europe, even so, 
went into the Dark Ages from the fifth through the eighth century CE. 

A period in which many details were lost. After these Dark Ages, more 
precisely during the ninth century, the feudal period emerged. Now, the 
power structure was not only in the hands of the Church. Landlords raised 
themselves, with the Church’s blessings, to the rank of nobility. Both 
groups extorted poor peasants through taxes and the take-in practice of 
the clergy, in return for the military and spiritual protection that they 
offered in exchange. 


The feudal period also called the Middle Ages, lasted till about the end of 
the fifteenth century. The period that followed the fall of Rome and that 
embraced the Dark and the Middle Ages also lasted one thousand years. 
Europe endured during that period poverty, plagues, and cruelty, while the 
crowds had been kept ignorant, and only the establishment enjoyed 
privileges. Multiple wars had now led to the formation of new European 
city-states. 


In 1492 the Continent of America was rediscovered by Cristopher 
Columbus. The moment coincided with the European Renaissance period, 
which formed the bridge between the Middle Ages and the modern era. 
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This era was one of rebirth and originated in the Italian city of Florence. 
Especially art flourished in all its forms, and so did the philosophy of the 
ancient Greeks that the Arabs did conserve. From the newly established 
colonies overseas, material wealth, unknown before, started pouring into 
Western Europe. Spain, Portugal, England, Holland, Belgium, and France 
were the ones who profited most. The European establishment formed by 
kings, the aristocracy, the Church, and successful merchants became more 
powerful than ever. The colonizers brought slaves from Africa to the newly 
conquered and occupied lands. In these new lands, the exploitation of 
slaves secured and increased the wealth of the already powerful. 


Two hundred years of colonialism had passed when Western Europe 
entered the Age of Reason or also called the Enlightenment (1685-1815). 
During this “long eighteenth century,” European politics, philosophy, 
science, and communications were radically reoriented. Reason and 
rationality became the new ‘gods.’ Now, in this “modern” era, men felt 
obligated to follow their intellect instead of the truth that was divinely 
revealed. Knowledge became hence a valuable source of power. 


The impact of the new age did not remain absent. Soon the advancements 
in science and technology made radical change possible. In 1760, less than 
one hundred years after the start of the Age of Reason, the Industrial 
Revolution began in England. This period lasted till around 1840. Now men 
could produce goods on a mass scale and at lower costs. As a result, 
markets expanded, and the overall wealth increased. Especially in the 
British colonies, the impact was enormous. They now could deliver large 
amounts of raw materials and food to the thriving motherland and beyond. 
Commerce between Europe and America developed at high speed. Power 
shifted from the hands of the Church, the kings, and the landlords into the 
hands of those who possessed and controlled economic resources like 
capital, land, crops, and labor. 


The industrial leap did America also realize its true potential. They could 
sustain themselves from now on and did not need to pay taxes to anybody. 
Soon after the beginning of the Industrial Revolution, precisely in 1776, the 
United States of America obtained its independence from England. The 
bloody war against the motherland succeeded, and civic disobedience 
attested this time to be convincing. 
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In the meantime, the French had had enough of so much injustice from 
their kings. And encouraged by the successful changes in America, they 
revolted against their establishment. Between 1789 and 1799, a decade 
long that the French Revolution lasted, Europe set the stage for renewal by 
fighting its way to democracy. The power was now officially in the hands of 
the people. 


Western societies advanced another two hundred years. During the first 
eighteen hundred years CE, power shifted between legislators, the 
military, the Church, landlords, city states, kings and aristocrats, scholars, 
holders of economic resources, and lastly, the people. Every time that a 
new power group took over, this did not imply the others to vanish 
completely. It became more a matter of reallocating accents. At present, 
practically all power entities from old are still around, but each is playing a 
different role. A staining trait of the Age of Reason, however, became their 
material viewpoint. In Western Europe, mainstream science defines itself 
as materialistic. Far out, most people in the West are individualistic these 
days. So, personal interest comes first. Consequently, issues like common 
interest and communities started facing hard times. 


In the meantime, Spain which had started the colonial period under the 
Spanish crown became the largest empire in world history”. It reached the 
peak of its military, political and economic power under the Spanish 
Habsburgs through most of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and 
its greatest territorial extent under the Bourbons in the eighteenth 
century. The Empire comprised territories and colonies in Europe, America, 
Africa, Asia, and Oceania. However, inspired by the US independence and 
the French Revolution, the Spanish colonies, too, decided to go their way. 
Remarkable is that before and during almost the whole colonial period, 
Spain suffered suppression by the backward Inquisition of the Roman 
Catholic Church. The latter impeded the Spanish nation to take full 
advantage of the new developments that had taken place in the rest of 
Europe and America. By the end of the nineteenth century, it was not only 
over with the Spanish Empire, but Spain as a country started to lag in 
Europe. 


Summary: 
During the first eighteen hundred years after Christ, the West saw its 
power sources and centers change continually. Successively the power 
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shifts were as follows: Roman period till 476 (Legislators and the Military), 
Dark Ages from 476 till 859 (Roman Catholic Church), Middle Ages, 
including the Feudal Period, from 859 till 1478 (R. C. Church and 
Landlords), Renaissance from 1478 till 1685 (the City-States and Kings). At 
the time of the discovery of America in 1492 (Kings and Aristocrats), the 
Age of Reason from 1685 till 1834 (Scholars), Industrial Revolution from 
1760 till 1840 (holders of economic resources). During the independence 
of the USA in 1776 (Civic Disobedience). After the French Revolution from 
1789 till 1899 (the people participating in democracies). Every time that a 
new power group took over, this did not imply the others to vanish 
completely. Notice as well that the Age of Reason included the periods of 
the Industrial Revolution, the independence of America, and the French 
Revolution. During this period, Spain became the largest empire in world 
history. Still, it lost this position again by the end of the nineteenth century 
while remaining behind compared to the developments that took place in 
the Northern part of Europe. Undoubtedly the retrograde inquisition of the 
R.C. Church played an essential role in this. Two marking traits of the Age 
of Reason, which persist in Western society till the present, are the 
materialistic viewpoint and the upholding of double standards, since 
promoting the freedom and well-being of some while oppressing and 
exploiting others became quite acceptable. 


Graph 2 is an events timeline set up to facilitate the overview of the period 
that was covered so far in chapter 7. 


Graph 2 


Developments 
Western Roman Empire 
Dark & Middle Ages 
Renaissance 
Discovery of America 
Age of Reason 
Industrial Revolution 
Independence of USA 
French Revolution 
Spanish Inquisition 
Slavery period USA 


Simplified timeline of some crucial European & American historical events from 509 B.C. till 1863 A.C. 


509 410 476 859 1088 1134 1478 1492 1513 1565 1575 1606 1619 1685 1760 1776 1781 1783 1799 1811 1815 1819 1834 1840 1848 1861 1863 
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8. Predator behavior 


ncient Europe was based on communities and had a cosmology 

that integrated men with nature. The mentioned situation inspired 

people to develop the Wicca Religion" in which everything formed 
part of a whole. Throughout the Middle Ages, however, Christianity 
equated this Oldest Religion with paganism and evil. During the 
Renaissance, as indicated before, the old Greek philosophy was 
rediscovered. Aristotelian thinking, based on pure reason and logic, 
became paramount. The discovery of America put the West Europeans into 
reach of wealth and opportunities never dreamt of before. The Age of 
Reason advanced a compartmentalized, reductionistic, and atomistic 
science. The Industrial Revolution, with its division of labor and adjacent 
market economy, made people distinct and money-oriented. Western 
capitalism is thus born founded on Egocentrism. The link with an ever 
integrating and harmonious context was gone! 


As known, the newly introduced West-European capitalist system soon 
produced material progress. But the circle of peace, so revered in the Old 
Religion, was now replaced by the pyramid. A powerful symbol of enslaved 
masses at the bottom that had to generate wealth for the happy few on 
the top. The first people to suffer the mechanisms of this system were the 
Europeans themselves. Crowds of people, among which children worked 
extended hours barely earning their living. Conveniently the operation was 
transferred to the new world, where slaves from Africa were imported to 
keep the system going. Oddly the exploitation of both the own people and 
those abducted overseas occurred during the Age of Reason when 
enlighten-ment supposedly was reached. We find here people with the 
ability to manage double standards. In due course, as we well know, the 
aristocracy submitted the civilians to harsh conditions that, in its turn, led 
to the French Revolution. 


For the non-Europeans, the consequences that the new era and its unique 
system brought, were even more devastating. Lacking cultures that could 
match up with the West Europeans from the end of the 15" century 
onwards, their societies suffered complete and, many times, catastrophic 
transformations. This impact of Western Europe on the rest of the world 


25 


received the name of Eurocentrism and had everything from predator 
behavior. 


The study of a diverse group of authors from developing countries reveals 
the meaning and impact of Eurocentrism on them. Remarkably the 
outcome of this literature study shows that the situations created by 
Eurocentrism, where cultures suffered disruption, and social progress 
halted, appeared from five human phenomena that led to conduct 
manifesting disregard for the people from the colonized countries. These 
human phenomena are consciousness, culture, worldview, values, and Ego. 
The rest of this chapter describes the findings of the mentioned study 
categorized by the indicated events. 


Consciousness is essential for responsible behavior. The Spaniards", 
however, killed and destroyed a vast number of Indians pointlessly during 
the conquest of the new world. The reason why these “civilized” people 
from the West behaved worse than animals in the new world was that 
they had the aim to acquire gold and to swell themselves with riches ina 
very brief time and thus rise to a high estate disproportionate to their 
merits. In other words: insatiable greed and ambition, the greatest ever 
seen in the world, were the cause of their villainies (See de las Casas, 
1542). Linda Tuhiwai Smith (1999) subsequently stresses that history, 
writing, and theory are critical intellectual concepts that should raise the 
consciousness of indigenous people and make them more apt for the 
decolonization process. 


Culture is paramount for the way people deal with each other. Frantz 
Fanon (1959) calls culture the expression of a nation. This author writes 
from the perspective of young African countries and points out that 
colonial domination always manages to disrupt the cultural life of the 
conquered people. Combativeness helps to promote and give support to 
national consciousness. When colonialism disappears then, different 
artistic manifestations resurface with new imagination and creativity to 
experience new life and spectators. National liberation leads the nation to 
play its part on the stage of history. At the heart of national consciousness 
lives and grows international awareness. And this twofold emerging is 
ultimately the source of all culture. In her turn, Susantha Goonatilake 
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(1984) focuses on the creation and distribution of knowledge. This author 
indicates that since the modern sciences emerged in Europe in the 
seventeenth century, they were spread over the subsequent centuries to 
the rest of the world and began to occupy a dominant position. The 
peripheral countries were mostly the colonies of those countries where 
modern science had developed. This intimate colonial link directed and 
distorted the development of science within peripheral countries. The sort 
of knowledge that the colonizing empires designed always served their 
interest. This process led to so-called transplanted universities in third 
world countries, where in many cases, a real university tradition never has 
been created. Ziauddin Sardar (1999) takes on the subject of Eurocentrism 
introducing a most interesting issue. According to this author, the real 
power of the West locates not in its economic muscle and technological 
might. Instead, it resides in its ability to define. The West explains what is, 
for example, freedom, progress, and civil behavior; law, tradition, and 
community; reason, mathematics, and science; what is real and what it 
means to be human. The non-Western civilizations must accept these 
definitions or receive the penalty of being declared out of existence! 
Through this modus operandi, the West makes sure that everybody serves 
its interests. Through categories of colonial thought, Eurocentric 
modernity, and postmodernism, holds the past, present, and future of the 
non-West in its grip. Also, the way we organize knowledge in separate, 
unconnected disciplines like philosophy, mathematics, physics, biology, 
economy, law, religion, sociology, psychology, anthropology, and ethics are 
an outcome of the Eurocentric worldview. This is so while nothing can 
prove that social and physical reality works out everywhere, as defined and 
compartmentalized by the disciplinary structure of the Western knowledge 
system. So, since serving mainly or exclusively the Western interests 
obstruct the non-Western societies from serving their needs, Sardar 
suggests that the non-Western cultures and civilizations must reconstruct 
themselves, almost brick by brick, following their worldviews and 
according to their norms and values. 


Amartya Sen (2008) warns against the tendency to classify individuals 
according to a single allegedly pre-eminent religious identity. Organizing 
humanity into distinct and discrete civilizations can animate dangerous 
schisms and overlooks the extent of internal diversities and the reach and 
influence of intellectual as well as material interactions that travel across 


27 


regional borders. Typically, Eurocentrism always looked at identity from 
the standpoint of differences. Consequentially it embraces discrimination. 
Instead, the recognition of the plural identities of the world that we live in 
can enhance our reasoning and choices. Particularly in countries composed 
of multiple ethnicities and cultures, stressing the differences between 
people can lead to clashes and violence. Focusing on resemblances can 
promote harmony and peace. 


Worldviews are the lenses through which people see and interpret the 
world around them. D.T. Suzuki (1960) explains beautifully through an 
Eastern and a Western poem the striking differences between the two 
worlds. Mentioned differences boil down to the Westerner alienating 
himself from nature, while the Orientalist feels more at one with nature. 
These differences lead to a deep reflection since the first attitude ends up 
utilizing and destroying the environment, whereas the second attitude 
renders more respect for life and protects it. Claude Alvares (1992) also 
throws his eyes on Asia and denounces the way the West manages the 
concepts of science and development since they end up in violence. For 
instance, in the economy, the societies from the North not only produce 
extravagant waste and demand enormous resources, but they also require 
the permanent victimhood of millions in other communities. Their 
development translates into increased material prosperity for themselves 
— particularly for those with improved access and control over natural and 
human resources — and poverty for others. 


On the other hand, he stretches out an invitation to revisit Orientalist 
thought, which is more holistic. Thus, looking more at the whole, and 
integrating with nature. He also advocates for the concept of Ahimsa or 
non-violence, an idea embedded in all significant Eastern philosophies and 
religions. According to the principle of Ahimsa, everything interconnects 
with each other. So, harming the other will inevitably lead to harming 
yourself. In the field of public administration, the author shows that many 
Eastern countries have succeeded in practicing evolved political and 
community instruments that enable decentralized politics with better 
participation and decision-making that lead to a better distribution of 
wealth. Then Dirk J. Louw (1997) presents the philosophy and practice of 
“UBUNTU” (humanness) as a distinctive, but not unique, African rationale 
of ways to deal with the other. Ubuntu (a Zulu word) serves as the spiritual 
foundation of African societies. It stands for a unifying worldview 
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preserved in the maxim: “Umuntu Ngumuntu Ngabanto.” The latter means 
“a person is a person through other persons” (Shutte, 1993:46). It 
describes and prescribes a human being as being-with-others. At the 
bottom, this precept articulates a basic respect and compassion for others 
with an emphasis on community and consensus or group cohesion. 
Contrary to the West where, individualism, reductionism, materialism, and 
competitiveness rule, the authentic African society is based on solidarity, 
collectivism, spirituality, and cooperation. The latter holds — according to 
Louw — despite the many forms of violence that exist in that continent. 


Values motivate people and explain their actions. Charles Larson (1973) 
explains that one should be very careful assuming that concepts 
automatically have a transnational meaning and significance. In the 
Eurocentric view, many make the mistake of exalting provincialism to the 
level of universalism. In this way, people in the ex-colonies got bestowed 
with ideas that they don’t understand and, so many times, don’t even 
need. Ha-Joon Chang (2002) points next to the two-facedness of neo- 
liberalism. Today the developed countries recommend and often force 
upon the developing countries, policies, and institutions that they didn’t 
use when they were poor. So, his advice is to allow the developing 
countries to adopt those measures that are more suitable for their 
conditions. Mentioned advice will not only permit them to develop faster, 
but it will also benefit the developed countries in the long run as it will 
increase their trade and investment opportunities. Ramon Grosfoguel 
(2012) reminds us subsequently that since Descartes, Kant, Hegel, and 
Marx, their so-called “truths” and “values” represented nothing else than 
the parochial view and interests of the Europeans imposed on the rest of 
the world. Therefore, Grosfoguel suggests that to decolonize Western 
universalism, we will have to go non-West. The Afro-Caribbean thinker, 
Aimé Césaire from the island of Martinique, offers the possibility to make 
such a shift. For Césaire, decolonization means: “a concrete universal into 
which we deposit all particulars.” Or, like the Zapatistas from Mexico 
would say: “the world in which other worlds fit.” This type of pluriversal 
concept would require a horizontal dialectic movement and a participative 
democratic political system. The Latin American philosopher Enrique 
Dussel (1988) takes the idea of Césaire a step further and introduces the 
concept of “trans-modernity.” This new idea refers to a horizontal, 
liberating dialogue based on relations of equality between cultures and 
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people. Samir Amin (1989) explains further that we find a massive conflict 
in the whole European endeavor. Because, if Eurocentrism and its neo- 
liberal capitalistic companion are arbitrary, mythic, biased, and arrogant, 
they impossibly could simultaneously be a universal and eternal model to 
mimic. Consequently, the third world should delink from the subjugation of 
Eurocentric values. 


The Ego determines whether a person is in balance or not with himself, 
others, and nature. Sankatsing (2016, 387) clarifies that development is 
always from within. He classifies the Eurocentric approach towards the 
developing countries as “envelopment” (2016, 149, 157) since this process 
alienated the ex-colonies from their natural assets, contextual conditions, 
local social dynamism, landscapes, and worldviews. More specifically, 
Sankatsing (2016, 111-146) defines Eurocentrism as a model that led to 
four agonies that now threaten the existence of humankind. The four 
agonies are eco-cataclysm, where nature is polluted and destroyed beyond 
repair. Envelopment where colonizers educate people to live by their 
values and interests. Fundamentalism, where indoctrination and 
dogmatism define people’s actions. And, mental slavery, where people 
accept living in a prison in which others manipulate them. The salvation of 
humanity, according to Sankatsing (2016, 435-525), lies in overcoming his 
indicated four agonies by achieving a model of global harmony where 
evolution and creation are back in as it was initially. One can enhance the 
model of global harmony by claiming the moral reserve of humanity and by 
developing survival sovereignty in all critical areas of the developing 
nations. 


Summary: 

Ancient Europe was based on communities and had a cosmology that 
integrated men with nature. Throughout the Middle Ages, however, 
Christianity equated the mentioned cosmology with paganism and evil. The 
discovery of America put the West Europeans into the reach of material 
wealth and opportunities never dreamt of by them before. The Industrial 
Revolution made people individualistic and materialistic. The newly 
introduced European capitalist system produced material progress but 
exploited the masses of society that had to generate wealth for the happy 
few on the top. The first people to suffer the consequences of this system 
were the Europeans themselves. Then they transferred their scheme to the 
new world and imported slaves from Africa to keep the system going. In 
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Europe, the harsh conditions to which the aristocracy submitted civilians 
led to the French Revolution. For the non-Europeans, the effects that the 
new era and its unique system produced were even more devastating. The 
negative impact of Europe on the rest of the world received the name 
Eurocentrism. It had everything from a predator's behavior. 


The study of a diverse group of authors from developing countries reveals 
the meaning and impact of Eurocentrism on their actual existence. 
Ziauddin Sardar (1999), for instance, stresses the fact that the real power 
of the West does not locate in its economic muscle and technological 
might. Instead, it resides in its ability to define. Sankatsing (2016) identifies 
four agonies that are plaguing the world with threats of extinction. The 
four agonies are eco-cataclysm, envelopment, fundamentalism, and 
mental slavery. The salvation of humanity, according to this author, is by 
achieving a model of global harmony where evolution and creation are 
back in as it was initially. The latter can be done by claiming the moral 
reserve of humanity and by developing survival sovereignty in all critical 
areas of the developing nations. The study further indicates several more 
ways that the authors recommend eliminating the negative results of 
Eurocentrism™”. Remarkably enough, the outcome of this literature study 
reveals five specific sources that underlie the origins of distorted human 
behavior. These sources are consciousness, culture, worldview, human 
values, and Ego. 
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9. The power play continues 


he period from the mid-nineteenth to the mid-twentieth century 

was one of upheaval in which among others two world wars were 

fought. From 1945 till 1989 was the Cold War. The mentioned period 
ended with the fall of the Berlin wall. It was a time when tensions between 
the Soviet Union and the West ran high. Diplomacy was needed 
continuously to avoid military conflict with disastrous results. Halfway 
through this period, colonialism came to an end. The United Nations 
choose policies of universal peace and progress for all humanity. 
Mentioned policies were formalized by the UN’s General Assembly 
Resolution 1514 of December 14, 1960. The declaration on the granting of 
independence to colonial countries and peoples. 


But not everyone loved the idea of equal opportunity for one and all. 
Multinationals from Europe, the USA, and Japan now produced a silent 
take-over in the global market. Without fierce battles or revolts, they came 
to dwarf labor unions, science institutes, governments, and even entire 
states. This type of organization was not new. De facto, the Roman 
Catholic Church, started the first multinational practice when it took over 
from the Roman Empire at the end of the fifth century. Then during 
colonial times, the first multinational corporations were founded to 
undertake colonial expeditions by order of their European monarchical 
patrons. Some, like the British East India Company, the Dutch East and 
West India Companies, the Swedish Africa Company, and the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, administrated vast territories and countries. These new 
corporations facilitated colonialism by engaging in international trade and 
exploration, creating colonial trading posts and settler colonies that 
exploited colonial resources and labor, and invested the resultant profits in 
the home country. The outcome of this process was the enrichment of the 
colonizer and the impoverishment of the colonized. After the colonization 
period, a multi-national like the British East India Company with formal 
corporate rule over colonial holdings mostly gave way to state-controlled 
colonies”’. In this way, some corporate control over colonial economic 
affairs persisted in their territories. 


That the above-manifested behavior of multinational companies is at the 
disadvantage of ex-colonized countries is well known. The UN Conference 
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), e.g., published in 2015 a 
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significant new study on corporate tax in developing countries, which 
contains some vital headline numbers. According to the mentioned study, 
it is notable that till 2012, developing countries lost around $100 billion per 
year in revenues due to tax avoidance by multinational enterprises and as 
much as $300 billion in total lost development financing. 


But it is not only the developing countries that suffer the malpractice of 
the old, as well as of the modern, multinationals. Today governments of 
many developed countries miss substantial tax revenues that hinder their 
normal functioning. Consequently, 34 nations founded the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) *™" in 1961. This 
worldwide organization helps governments tackle the economic, social, 
and governance challenges of a globalized economy and stimulates good 
practices for economic progress and world trade. Among others, they are 
advancing tax reform legislation that must stop the activities of fraud, tax 
evasion, and tax avoidance practiced by multinationals. 


With the independence of the colonies, among which Europe’s offspring 
the USA, the chicken that once laid the golden eggs for Western Europe 
was no more. Furthermore, with the new headache of evasive 
multinationals, Europe needed a new economic model for a more 
transparent and productive economy. 


Immediately after World War II, thus, in parallel with the developing Cold 
War, West Europe started its program to integrate its different countries. 
The formation of the European Union (EU) has become a long and tough 
way that until the present has not been finished. In general, from 1945 till 
1957 is considered a preparation period. Between 1957 and 1991, first 
functioned the transitory European Economic Community (EEC). In 1992 
with the Treaty of Maastricht, the EU formally came into being. It became 
fully operational in 2007 with the Treaty of Lisbon. The EU, after Brexit, 
comprises twenty-seven countries with a total surface of around four 
million square kilometers and a population of about five hundred million 
people, and a GDP of US S 18.8 Trillion as of 2018. 


An economic powerhouse to reckon with was born. Or was it? The official 
philosophy used by the union to have monetary and economic integration 
while keeping a political and fiscal divorce between all member states soon 
turned out to be troublesome. Besides, this continent is growing old to the 
point that it cannot replace its original population anymore. Also disturbing 
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is the fact that Europe depends on imports of raw materials and energy 
supplies and has critical price/quality ratios for many of its products and 
services that compete outside its territory. As if all the issues above were 
not enough, the Europeans understood well during the Cold War that they 
needed a capable military apparatus to protect them from powerful 
neighbor Russia. 


Thus, at the same time as the ending of the colonial period in the mid- 
twentieth century, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was 
created. Again, the former rebellious offspring", now wealthier and more 
powerful than the countries that it had originated from, had to come to 
the rescue. Since the USA plus the European military can form the most 
potent force on the planet, NATO now safeguarded the security of the 
European Union. 


Nonetheless, the peace that the world achieved in the nineties after the 
Cold War was over, turned out to be a hot one! Various territories outside 
Europe, especially in Southeast Asia, Africa, and the Middle East, stood 
many times in flames***. Problems seem too thorny and endless. No 
wonder because the military-industrial complexes in the West are private 
businesses as well, that need to rotate their inventories and make profits. 
Preferably for huge profits. 


But the business is dangerous. Deadly dangerous business, since too much, 
is at stake. A succinct analysis of the power balance between the three 
most prominent players China, the USA, and Russia, shows that. 


China, without a doubt, has the most massive army in the world. The USA, 
even more, if supported by its European partners, has the largest navy and 
air force. And Russia possesses by far the largest mechanized divisions of 
tanks and artillery. At first sight, it seems that nobody has an all-mighty 
military strength that could easily overwhelm the other. Moreover, if we 
consider that all three have enough nuclear power to destroy the whole 
world, then it will become clear that an all-out World War Ill is least 
probable. 


The situation becomes even more remarkable when we consider that all 
three superpowers need each other for their economic progress. So many 
US companies manufacture their products in China, while China does 
excellent business investing in the USA and exporting into its market. On 


34 


the other hand, Europe needs Russia for its energy resources and exports 
multiple products to it. At the same time, Russia earns a good deal of its 
foreign exchange with Europe. So, will they destroy each other? Again, the 
answer is: least probable. 


But what is the danger then? Simply, despite the inconvenience of a 
massive direct war break-out between the superpowers, our world will not 
live in a real and durable peace. First, the back and forth sliding of the 
superpowers in search of reinforcement and expansion of their areas of 
influence will cause more than one person on earth sleepless nights and 
much suffering. Next, the superpowers are not alone. Different other 
countries are powerful enough to cause havoc. Examples are Ukraine, 
North Korea, Pakistan, and Iran. These countries could start or provoke a 
war, and just like kids at school, they could draw their bigger brothers into 
the conflict. Add to this situation, the terrorist activities of late, and the 
idea of worldwide chaos could become a fact. 


Another situation that is worth mentioning is the case of Israel and its 
surrounding Arab nations. This case is very complex but also very 
important, so for this text, it can be simplified as follows. In 132 CE, the 
Jews under Bar Kokhba rebelled against the Romans™. In 135 CE, the 
Roman army defeated the Jewish armies. Exile followed, and the Jewish 
self-rule and homeland were lost. In the following eighteen centuries, Arab 
people regained the region that once was lost to them. But Britain seized 
Palestine from the Ottoman Empire during the Sinai and Palestine 
Campaign of World War | (1914-1918). After World War II (1939-1945), the 
English still had a mandate over the mentioned territory and considered, 
backed by US President Truman, that after all atrocities the Jews had 
suffered under the Nazi regime, they deserved to have back their old 
territory in Palestine. On 14 May 1948, the State of Israel proclaimed its 
“Declaration of Independence.” A majority of the UN members recognized 
Israel. 


Nonetheless, the Arab League and Arab countries opposed any partition of 
Palestine, and the day following the declaration of Independence, the war 
started. Israel won its war of independence, and all other battles fought so 
far in the Middle East. Important is to observe here that political and 
military power has been creating and upholding a situation against the will 
of a surrounding majority. 
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Further, some international observers describe what is going on in the 
world as World War III. Only, that this time, it is not a full-blown military 
war, nonetheless economic warfare with military interventions here and 
there! 


During the seventies of the last century, the American economist Milton 
Friedman (1912 — 2006) heavily promoted the idea of a free market 
system. He even received a Nobel prize in 1976 for his economic views. 
Friedman said that Keynes’ government regulation theories had got the 
whole world economy to stagnate. During the eighties, Ronald Reagan, a 
beloved president of the Republican Party in the USA, and Margaret 
Tacher, a conservative Prime Minister of the UK, launched their neo-liberal 
policies. Government regulation and intervention had to be abolished or 
restricted. It became the era of privatization. Ruling a Department or Unit 
with financial yields became a public sin for governments. Unfortunately, 
Adam Smith’s invisible hand of the laissez-faire economic system did not 
help the neo-liberals of Wall Street and the transnational banks. The 
absence of control now led to bubble economies and the financial crisis of 
2007 — 2008. 


In the meantime, liberal economic ideas sustained by a hunger for gains 
and short-term views had created much havoc on the economy of the 
most powerful country on earth, the USA. Mortgages without sufficient 
backings created financial bubbles. The Federal bank printed money out of 
thin air, relying on an invention in the economy, the so-called ‘debt 
financing’. The latter meant lending money to young people with the only 
backup of their future labor. The famous borrow now and pay later. 


Meanwhile, the USA pushed its national debt to unprecedented heights. As 
per the first half of 2020, the US national debt amounted to USS 24.95 
trillion and growing. The highest in the world. Moreover, things went out 
of hand because jobs decreased since US companies moved their 
production facilities massively abroad, while COVID-19 and the plunging of 
the oil prices, brought unexpected complications in 2020. 


The weakening of the US economy, though still with the highest GDP in the 
world, preoccupied the other international players, among which were 
China and Russia. Their international trades, investments, and reserves are 
in the US dollar since it became the global trading currency. Especially the 
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foreign exchange currency for the oil industry. But how could they trust 
this currency with such a downfall in the US economy? 


The above situation, and other considerations, led Brazil, Russia, India, 
China, and South Africa to create the BRICS association in 2009. One year 
later, the BRICS became operational, and in 2014 their New Development 
Bank came into place. We now have a new association of five major 
emerging national economies, covering a market with over three billion 
people, this is 41% of the world population, and a GDP as of 2018 of USS 
18.6 Trillion. 


Notice that the EU, the USA, and the BRICS have, almost, the same GDP at 
a Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) compared to the US dollar. The USA still 
appears as the most robust economy and has the highest productivity and 
standard of living since its population is the smallest. But, it is not 
unrealistic to expect that somewhere in the future, the BRICS will become 
the most potent economic power in the world. After all, they not only 
have, on average, the youngest and fastest-growing population with 
immense mindpower, but they also possess the most extensive natural 
resources (raw materials and land) and the most significant home markets. 
Note as well that the BRICS overall is non-WEST. 


Immediately after World War II, another important event took place. The 
Organization of American States (OAS) came into existence in Washington 
in 1948, to secure the defense capacity of the American continent. This 
alliance embraces all countries in the Americas, apparently as a 
countermeasure to potential Russian influence in the region. But in time, 
enormous suspicion grew among the South Americans since they started 
seeing the OAS as an instrument to protect only North American interests. 
As a result, the decision was taken in February 2010 to additionally create 
the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC). A new 
alliance, consisting of all countries on the American continent, less the USA 
and Canada. In July 2011, the CELAC began promoting the integration, 
protection, and development of its members officially. The CELAC 
embraces thirty-three countries and occupies a territory of twenty million 
square kilometers with a population of six hundred million inhabitants and 
a GDP of US S 7.0 Trillion. It should be clear that also this alliance, provided 
it solves the problems of several failed leftist governments and internal 
vital social issues, has vast growth potential. 
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Additionally, the modern era has granted new power to the mass media 
and international media networks. Unfortunately, we cannot ignore that 
their owners so often control their messages. 


The internet stands out as a global communication system. Its 
development started already in 1950. After passing through stages such as 
the Arpanet (1968) and the NSI Net (1986), the World Wide Web (www) 
became operational in 1994. This system integrates earlier developments 
of the telegraph, the telephone, the radio, the television, and the 
computer into the most powerful tool that enables people, corporations, 
countries, and regions to be active and make a difference on a world scale. 
An empowerment device thus never seen before in humanity. Like 
everything else, this device can be applied for negative as well as positive 
ends. It is a control instrument of others that can be controlled itself as 
well. 


At the end of this chapter, it is good to remember that also personal 
communication has always been a powerful tool like in political or religious 
discourses. We refer here to the power of reasoning through verbal 
expressions in speech or writing to persuade others of someone’s ideas. 


Summary: 

The era we all live in now started after World War II. The cold war period 
ended only to replace it with a period of hot peace. Multi-nationals 
beginning with the Roman Catholic Church and others created during 
colonial times and after that have played a significant role. However, their 
lack of transparency permitted such malpractices as fraud, tax evasion, and 
tax avoidance. To neutralize mentioned malpractices, the West created the 
Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development (OECD). On an 
international level, the West created NATO to secure the military safety of 
Western interests. Political and military power can create and uphold a 
situation against the will of a surrounding majority, like in the case of 
Israel. 

Further other unions and alliances like the EU, the BRICS, and the CELAC 
came into being to promote the integration and development of vast 
territories. Neo-liberalism first promised to enhance global economic 
progress. Instead, it has produced financial chaos due to a lack of 
transparency, discipline, and control. The Internet developed as a 
worldwide communication system. 
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A most powerful tool that enables people, corporations, countries, and 
regions to be active and make a difference on an international scale. 
Political and religious discourses are as well powerful tools to reach 
someone’s goals. 


Graph 3 is an events timeline set up to facilitate the overview of the period 


that was covered so far in chapter 9. 
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10. Salient present-day areas of tension 


geopolitical issues in scattered forms from chapter seven onwards. 

In this chapter, four additional salient topics of friction pass the 
revue. Three scalding topics since 2017, which were Afghanistan, Syria, and 
North Korea, just like two actual topics in 2022, which are COVID-19, and 
the Ukraine war are left out because they are not critical for the intended 
purposes of this revision. 


\ s indicated in the foreword, | covered, in brief, some critical 


10.1. USA/Dollar/Oil 
Since World War II, the United States of America undoubtedly has been the 
world’s economic and military power # 1. Therefore, the international 
currency, including that for all oil trade, was the US dollar. However, it is 
not mistaken to say that the USA created some trouble for itself by 
becoming arrogant due to its strong position in the demand and supply 
market for petrodollars. The US permitted further its production facilities to 
go abroad in search of cheap labor and short-term profits. It also opted for a 
system of debt financing with the creation of money out of thin air. At the 
same time came a process of overspending the federal budget for decades 
and huge military expenses worldwide because of its role as the watchdog 
of the West. The results did not remain hidden: a 26.7 trillion US dollar 
federal debt as of August 2020, that was far from reaching its ceiling. The 
above scenario has made all pensive world leaders frown their eyebrows 
and ask the simple question of where all this is heading? The oil-producing 
countries from the Middle East were the first to start doubting the real value 
of the US dollar and initiated attempts to detach from it. Believe it or not, 
among many different reasons that exist to have turmoil in that region, the 
dollar’s position in the world oil markets is the most important one of them. 
Soon the BRICS followed, and as indicated before, they established their 
own New Development Bank, a financial institution capable of competing 
with the World Bank and offering, certainly in a not too long term, an 
alternative to the US dollar. The lesson learned here is twofold. First that we 
experience the West once more, although the non-West as well, in a 
struggle for their material interests. It is even possible to state that the Cold 
War ended, only to shift into a Hot Peace, and again to a Cold War. Some 
also think of a real war. Only that now it is more an economic war with 
intermittently aggressive military outbursts. Second, a nation, despite its 
might, can create the conditions for an implosion. 
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10.2. EU/NATO/Russia 
With its 27 member states as of 2020 and 24 official languages, the EU 
represents the old continent that tries to stand-up right with an economic/ 
monetary union that remains divorced from its political and fiscal cohorts. 
That the tensions run high should be evident, among others due to the 
different financial crises with mostly the southern EU members, and the 
Brexit that crystallized on 31 January 2020. In 2005 the European 
Constitution proposal had already been rejected by several countries, and in 
April 2016, the Dutch voted in a referendum against the EU-Ukraine 
Association Agreement. We see as well that the challenge to create a stable 
European superpower consisting of five hundred million souls has not yet 
worked out properly. Many even doubt that it ever will. 


Nonetheless, the EU does represent military power through its NATO 
alliance with the US. And this alliance pursuing its deemed interests has 
surrounded Russia with a defense and attack line. The military surrounding 
Russia now establishes a very horrifying scenario that we can interpret as 
follows. Because of the combined military forces of the West, especially 
their navies and air forces, which are superior in numbers to those of 
Russia, a military confrontation in Europe might force the Russians to go 
nuclear. In such a war, there would be no winners. Only the living will envy 
the dead. Both sides know this, and for that, and other reasons of 
dependency between the two sides, it is most probable that a full-scale 
military confrontation will not materialize. But how ironic 1s all this? For, as 
in the end, no doomsday clash will take place, why then so many tensions 
and risks? The answer is simple. Namely, the so-called civilized world still 
lives in a state of total lack of trust towards each other, while (material) 
interests like profits from the military industry and its substantial 
employment opportunities, apparently matter more than real peace, 
progress, and happiness for humanity. 


10.3. The Vatican 
This institution is the Holy See for the approximately 1.3 billion registered 
Roman Catholics found around the world. It has an international bank with 
the official name of “Institute for the Works of Religion’. The most secret 
of all private banks in the world due to the exclusive rights attributed to it 
since the Lateran Treaty of 1929 endorsed by Benito Mussolini, the late 
fascist Prime Minister of Italy. Remarkably enough, the Vatican’s Bank 
does not embrace any “Good News” at all. For those who follow the 
international updates about this assumed institute for good works, it is no 
surprise that for the past 40 years, expert authors have been denouncing far- 
reaching corruption and crime within the R. C. Church, during the entire 
20th century. The revelations that expose the dubious side of the Vatican 
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contain such things as their cooperation with the promotors of the first and 
second World Wars. 


Moreover, the Vatican’s relations with the Sicilian Mafia, the Freemasonry, 
drug trafficking, and money laundering practices cast doubt on the real 
purpose of the mentioned institution. 


The book "The Vatican Exposed," by P. Williams, ex-consultant of the FBI, 
is well researched and provides multiple information, including copies of 
documents that corroborate the blaming developments in the Vatican, from 
the years 1929 till Pope John Paul I. Another excellent text is "In God's 
Name," written by D. Yallup. This author provides many details of the 
murder of Pope John Paul I, who within a week after being formally sworn 
in as Pope was found dead in his bed. Yallup received the "Gold Dagger 
Award" in 1985 for his book, as best written "non-fiction" murder case. Of 
the mentioned book, over six million copies were sold. What we find here 
are two things: first, that power also has its hidden aspects, and second that 
we can better be very cautious with appearances. Because, not every shiny 
object, person, or institute results in being gold. Of course, we may ask: did 
the wrongdoings of the Vatican produce them much trouble? The Center for 
Applied Research in the Apostate (CARA) at Georgetown University, 
Washington DC, and the Vatican itself estimate, that as a proportion of the 
global population, the Catholic community dropped from 17.5 % to 16.0% 
between 2015 and 2020. Even with considerable growth in the absolute 
number of members, Catholics only represent 18.6 % of the population in 
Africa and 3.2 % of that in Asia. 

In contrast, in the Americas, they continue to make up around 50 % of the 
population, and 41 % in Europe. Furthermore, the number of Catholic 
priests declined worldwide, by 17%. A remarkably poor overall result for a 
faith that claims to possess the absolute truth and stand for charity! 


10.4. The West and China 
After staying behind the ancient civilizations for some thousand years, 
Europe rose to the position of world power. Indeed, some main contributing 
factors to this occurrence were in sequence the discovery of America, the 
Age of Reason, the Industrial Revolution, and the French Revolution. 
During the process, however, it stood out that the Europeans first massacred 
each other, then went out to conquer and exploit the non-West. Later 
Europe’s offspring, the USA, revolted against the old continent. But soon, 
the two became allies again. They now understood the dependence between 
the tree and its roots. The survival of the fittest many times turned out to be 
the survival of the filthiest (Sankatsing, 2016, chapter 4). Morality suited a 
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game of double standards. Machiavelli’s “the end justifies the means” 
became supreme. Truth and justice so often masquerade self-interest. Of 
course, there were also positive gains with the new culture that emerged in 
the West. Plenty of jobs emerged, education spread to limits never heard of 
before, and many industrial commodities were invented that facilitate life. 


In the meantime, China struggled with its historical development. Curiously 
enough, some similarities exist with the West. The following is a quote 
from an internet article entitled: The decline and fall of classical 
civilizations", 


About 100 CE, the Han dynasty started to decline. The bureaucracy became 
corrupt, and the power of the central government weakened. Local 
landlords became more potent as government control and supervision 

fell. They increased the tax burden on the peasants and took many of their 
farms. As peasant unrest grew, a revolutionary movement emerged called 
the Yellow Turban. The Yellow Turbans were Daoists; their attempts at 
revolution failed. Compounding this political weakness and peasant unrest 
was the effect of several devastating epidemics that wiped out nearly half 
the population. With all this internal turmoil, the weakened Han dynasty 
could not fend off the advance of the Hun invaders. Even though the Han 
fell and initiated a period of chaos, there was not a permanent disruption of 
Chinese civilization. Briefly, the Sui dynasty ruled. Then in 618, the Tang 
dynasty emerged as one of the most glorious in Chinese history. They 
reinstated Confucian thought and revived and improved upon the Han style 
of bureaucracy. After the Hun invasions and the fall of the Han dynasty, the 
Chinese never had to reinvent their civilization. Note that the classical 
civilizations of Rome, China (Han), and India (Gupta) all fell to Hun 
invaders, but only after they had begun to fall apart internally. 


In the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, China negotiated with most 
major world powers trade and territorial concessions. Britain, France, 
Germany, Holland, Russia, Japan, and (to a lesser extent) the US, occupied 
these semi-colonial outposts. In 1838, alarmed by a growing opium 
addiction supported by a British distribution network operating from India, 
the Daoguang Emperor decided to destroy the opium supplies. Britain sent a 
naval fleet to China, and the First Opium War began**“". The Chinese 
military was no match for the British in that period, and China lost the war. 
Now Britain obtained control over Hong Kong, a rocky island in front of the 
coast of mainland China. As of July 1, 1997, Britain returned Hong Kong to 
China. As follows from the above-stated account, China was never 
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colonized by any Western country. It achieved a high civilization on its own 
before all European countries. At moments of weakness and decline in the 
past, 1t conceded territory under limited conditions to foreign powers 
retaining nonetheless its culture and philosophy. A difference with the West 
is that China never went to other continents to conquer or colonize their 
people. China always opposed and criticized such an approach as it sees it 
as a colonialist- imperialist-capitalist act. Reproachable remains, of course, 
the Chinese military interventions in their neighboring countries like Tibet. 


On October 1, 1949, Chinese Communist leader Mao Zedong declared the 
creation of the People's Republic of China after a successful revolution of 
the People’s Liberation Army against the liberal Nationalists under the 
leadership of Chiang Kai-Shek*™". Mao’s victory was a massive blow in 
the face of the West. More precisely had the United States assisted the 
Nationalists with the hundreds of millions of dollars worth of military 
supplies, as well as airlifting Nationalist troops from central China to 
Manchuria, an area they saw as strategically vital to retake. 


The communist system, with its centralistic government and production 
system, initially did not produce for the Chinese people the desired 
progress, wealth, and standard of living. Thus, China adjusted its economic 
policy, allowing a supervised market economy that not only aims at its 
internal markets but at the international markets as well. China now become 
the fastest growing world economy and 1s assisting countries in South-East 
Asia, Africa, and Latin America to develop independently from 
Washington, London, and mainland Europe. Remarkably the USA owes 
China at present the amount of US $ 1.07 Trillion as of April 2020. At the 
same time, it invested in the mentioned country around US $ 160 Billion 
during the 21" century. 


With the creation of the BRICS, the world now has a new economic 
powerhouse, that represents a market consisting of a growing three billion 
souls. At the top, we find China and India competing during the coming 
decades for first place in the world economy. Their new Investment Bank 
already equals in its strength that of the World Bank. Mainly it is helping 
countries from Asia, Africa, and Latin America to develop and become 
more independent. The development and performance of this group can and 
probably will, in due time, produce a significant power shift in the world. 
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Summary: 

This chapter addressed some contemporary issues of vital importance. The 
USA, and the position of their currency, China, Russia, and the Middle 
East, all show the West and the non-West as well in a struggle for material 
interests. The end of the cold war only produced a shift into a hot peace, and 
again into an apparent cold war. Further, despite its might, a nation can 
create the conditions for an implosion. The situation with the EU shows that 
a stable European superpower has not yet crystallized properly, mainly 
because the union embraces a contradiction where its economic and 
monetary parts remain divorced from its political and fiscal cohorts. We 
also see here the impossible task of integrating different cultures with 
opposed interests in unequally developed territories. NATO and Russia 
prove that the so-called civilized world still lives in a state of total lack of 
trust towards each other. The BRICS, in due time, can and probably will 
produce a significant power shift in the world. 


Further, material interests, like profits from the military industry, still matter 
more than real peace, progress, and happiness for humanity. Reviewing the 
case of the Vatican exposes that institutions also contain their hidden 
aspects, while it results as a good thing to deal very cautiously with facades. 
Not every shiny object, person, or organization happens to be gold. 
Analyzing China, in short, learns that advanced civilizations can collapse 
and rise again. The operating forces are then internal and external. But 
mainly internal corruption and power struggles. Additionally, China is 
teaching the West two crucial lessons: First that it can sail its course and 
help other countries do the same as well. Second, it seemingly does not 
need to subjugate the whole world to secure its progress. Both lessons, of 
course, are in sharp contrast with the subjugated, exploited, and derailed 
trailer societies created and preserved by the West in so many parts of the 
world. 
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11. Coping with predator behavior 


t is of no use crying over spilled milk. Better is to understand what has 

occurred and what is going on. Then, prepare for decisive action and 

find ways to avoid undesirable repeats in the future. This book has been 
showing how, on so many occasions, the powerful do not spare the 
powerless. Not even when they belong to their stock. People in developed 
Western countries know this and have prepared themselves to improve 
their chances in the power game in which they participate. But whenever 
this is not the case yet, these societies too can benefit from the present 
evaluation. Nonetheless, in the ex-colonies, there are still large amounts of 
people who suffer the consequences of Eurocentrism and its predator 
behavior. Particularly, but not exclusively, for them, the following 
conclusions are drawn with a series of advice that is possible to put into 
practice. 


The classical project of West-European expansionism was colonialism. It 
produced derailed and trailer societies. These are societies that have been 
detached from their original roots and made dependent on other nations. 


What stands out — in all consulted texts, but especially in those of 
Bartolome de las Casas (1542) and Samir Amin (1989) — is the element of 
social POWER. Sankatsing calls it DOMINATION when this type of power 
adopts negative forms! The filthiest conquered, subjugated, and exploited 
the weaker and nobler. The first thing to do, therefore, is to take care that 
the ex-colonies will strengthen their character, personality, and create a 
bundle of knowledge to deal more successfully with the ex-colonizers. The 
latter means that ex-colonies must define their interests and fortify 
themselves to stand their ground. 


In the second place becomes evident that the creation of context-bound 
social knowledge is necessary to fulfill local needs, serve national interests, 
and develop their potential. Susantha Goonatilake (1984), Claude Alvares 
(1992), Ziauddin Sardar (1999), and Glenn Sankatsing (2016), all stress the 
above-stated need for context-bound social knowledge. 


Next, the texts reveal that the people of the conquered countries were 
limited to developing their consciousness, their cultures torn apart, and 
their worldviews distorted. At the same time, it became clear that 
disturbed egos and greedy values led to success and wealth. 
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No wonder if at present people in the ex-colonies, who in many cases 
experienced the wrong examples, don’t commit themselves to more 
humane economies, neither practice good governance nor develop 
organizations as better places to work. 


All the above-stated arguments indicate that humanity must be educated 
or at least get a better education in the fields of consciousness, culture, 
worldview, human values, and ego-management. After all, expansion of 
consciousness can make people less worldly and embrace more unity and 
harmony based on the interconnectedness of all. Culture can promote 
better ways of dealing with each other by stressing the similarities and 
common needs between people instead of focusing mainly on their 
differences. Learning the existence of different worldviews can make 
people see the subjectivity of their views while cultivating sympathy for 
the positive aspects of the other. Human values are the key to reaching the 
point where everybody respects each other. At the same time, Ego- 
management teaches how to control the own greed and pride. Everybody 
has the right to freedom. This freedom implies the understanding that the 
farthest one can go is the midline between himself and the other person. 
Everybody, but particularly those in the ex-colonies, can benefit from 
educating themselves more in the fields specified before to support their 
societies according to their own potential and interests. Remarkably 
enough, the mentioned fields of knowledge represent neglected fields in 
our traditional forms of education. 


As an additional note applies the remark, that all problems and suggested 
solutions connected with Eurocentrism, derived from the literature review 
in chapter eight, and regard the international, national, regional, and 
individual levels of society. Consequently, one should tackle them on all 
those levels. To achieve this, one must realize that power and authority 
can move across levels. The movement across levels is called vertical 
mobilization and linking. The above reveals the power needed for real 
social change. 


As far as public or private institutions commit abuse, it is possible to take 
measures to diminish or avoid it. Public and private institutions can have 
their leaders shape them according to the values and norms of good 
governance. The latter means adopting an effective and efficient system of 
checks and balances that can monitor and control all systems, processes, 
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and people, especially those in vulnerable positions connected with the 
use of power through their decisions and actions. At the same time, 
adequate legislation must be in place so that the performance of all 
responsible people can be judged and brought to justice when or if 
necessary. 


However, in the end, it is the morality and specific sets of values of the 
responsible members and citizens that will count. 


Morality regards the principles of the distinction between right and wrong 
or good and bad behavior. As ethical norms, it entails codes of conduct 
that, given specific conditions, would be put forward by all rational people 
belonging to a particular culture, be it an organization or a society. 


Further, since public policy entails a purposeful activity with clear 
objectives and goals, it always will be connected to interests. Interests can 
be personal, about a specific group, or be nationwide. It is remarkable how 
easy it is to get involved in conflicts of interest that trap their interests with 
those of the public. Here we see so often a tangle of power and morality 
issues, which | propose to label as the Power-Morality or simply the P-M 
gridlock. 


Researchers and public policymakers will then have to find their way out of 
this gridlock. 


The following are three viable procedures to deal with the above impasse: 
The researcher and public policymaker can: 


1. Develop his recommended course of action based on what he should do 
according to his research results and personal, but justified, moral code. 
Further, withhold from any adaptions ordained or recommended by 
people that embarrass his or her integrity. 

2. Establish beforehand the moral code that lives within the context of a 
particular social reality. Then, develop the recommended public policy in 
consensus or agreement with the participating actors and agencies. 
Finally, establish who will be responsible and accountable for the 
implementation and evaluation of the public policy based on the 
accepted moral code. 

3. Provide training to all people involved with the new policy to make sure 
that they understand and accept the moral code in use about the latest 
public policy rules and guidelines. 
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Summary: 

The powerful do not spare the powerless. Thus, prepare yourself for 

decisive action, whether you belong to the developed world or live in an 

ex-colony. Assertive preparation is essential so that you can counteract 
existing predators’ behavior and find ways to avoid undesirable 
outcomes at any moment. Things that you can do to empower yourself 
so that you thrive better in a world under the influence of alien or 
abusive power are: 

. Develop a strong personal and national character and stand your 

ground when the interests that concern you are at stake. 

. Provide yourself with an adequate suitcase of knowledge 

(epistemological, ethical, technical, and pragmatic). 

. Develop your context-bound social knowledge. 

. Become educated in the knowledge fields of consciousness, culture, 
worldview, human values, and ego-management. 

. Tackle problems in connection with Eurocentrism on international, 
national, regional, and individual levels of society by applying vertical 
mobilization and linking to achieve real social change. 

. Promote social mobility and social change according to general 
interests. 

. Shape public and private institutions according to values and rules of 
good governance. However, be always aware that it is the morality and 
the specific set of values of the responsible members and civilians that 
count. 

. Introduce public policies with clear national objectives and goals and 
avoid the Power-Morality gridlock. The latter is possible in three ways: 

a. Recommend a course of action based on research results and a 
personal justified moral code. Further, withhold from any 
adaptions ordained or recommended from above that 
embarrasses integrity. 

b. Develop and recommend public policy based on a moral code 
that the involved participants accept. Appoint people that will be 
held accountable for not applying or breaking the rules. 

c. Provide training in the applied moral code, the new policy 
instructions, and guidelines. 
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12. A spiritual view of power 


Europe hyacked Aristotle during the Age of Reason (large eighteenth 
century from 1685 till 1815). By doing so, they adopted materialism based 
on pure reasoning and logic. Later, philosophers like René Descartes (1596 — 
1650) and scientists like Isaac Newton (1643 — 1727) sustained the idea of a 
fragmented and reductionist world. As a result, materialism, fragmentism, 
and reductionism led to the classical belief in the West that people exist 
separated from the world around them. The ego that is concerned with its 
own needs thrives in such an environment. However, the religions from the 
old always taught that our universe forms a unity. Consider for a moment the 
citation of Fritjof Capra, The Tao of Physics in Butler-Bowdon, T. (2013, 
46), 50 Spiritual Classics: “A// actions take place in time by the interweaving 
of the forces of nature, but the man lost in selfish delusion thinks that he is 
the actor.” 


In a similar vein, to use an expression of Tom Butler-Bowdon in his 50 
Spiritual Classics, Buddhism calls avidya or “illusion” or “ignorance” or 
“misconceptions” the outlook on life in which men make themselves isolated 
characters. 


Surprisingly quantum mechanics, the newest branch of physics in the West, 
is confirming that on a sub-atomic level, every bit of energy interconnect 
with each other. Also, the branch of biology named ecology, dealing with the 
relations between organisms and their physical surroundings, advocates for a 
long time for the protection of the environment, especially from pollution, 
deforestation, and resource depletion. And in politics, like in management, 
they promote the paradox that traces back to the German mathematician and 
philosopher Gottfried Leibniz (1646 — 1716) of ‘Unity in Diversity.’**" 


There are those in Western societies who now see that human lives depend 
on an interconnected world. And it is this awareness that is needed to realize 
that everything you do to another individual in some way will affect you 
back sooner or later. So, the saying: what goes around comes around appears 
to be true. 


But to grasp the truth mentioned above, people need to attain a higher level 
of consciousness. Remember that chapter five pointed out that Herzberg 
realized that the lowest human needs are materialistic and can only provide 
temporary satisfaction when fulfilled. The higher needs are spiritual and result 
in being the real permanent motivators; further, the Ego is related to reactive, 
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and then to Self- or reflexive consciousness. But that a person must transcend 
these stages to reach the level named “whole consciousness”. 


As indicated before, in chapter six: consciousness rises mindfulness. And 
mindfulness grows in the intensity of self-awareness as the levels of 
consciousness do increase. | stated then that morality is what determines 
whether a person will do good or evil. 


Galbraith (1983) further, as examined in chapter two, indicates three sources 
of power which are: personality, property, and organization. If we consider for 
a moment that property can function as a vital instrument of power, and in 
any way must be managed by people and that further organizations consist 
principally of people, we find that people are the ultimate source of power on 
earth. John Kehoe (2011), mentioned earlier in chapter two, indicated that the 
human mind is also the most important tool of control. The mind is thereby 
the principal organ that facilitates power in human beings. 


It is also worth remarking that Adam Kahane (2009) in his book POWER & 
LOVE: A THEORY AND PRACTICE OF SOCIAL CHANGE stresses the existence of a 
peculiar human paradox which is “the desire to achieve one’s purposes” on 
the one hand, and the “urge to unite with others” on the other hand. Too 
many times the materialistic needs and wants of people lead them to violence 
and submission practices while forgetting that for cooperation and unity with 
others it is empathy and affection that are needed. He brings forth 
consequently that unless humans succeed in balancing and complementing 
their instinct for domination with their ability to be caring, the world we live in 
will never succeed in solving its social problems and co-exist in harmony with 
each other. 


Kahane’s observation is in line with the following remarkable quote from Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. “Power without love is reckless and abusive, and love 
without power is sentimental and anemic”. 


The complex human nature also leads us to esoteric literature like the 
Kabbalah, where since the Renaissance period at the end of the fifteenth 
century, and therefore before the Age of Reason, Jewish mystical wisdom had 
entered Europe. In this fountain of knowledge, they describe power as a 
person’s strength. Power and strength are associated here with self-control, 
vision, and the reason that lead to the understanding of the relations between 
everything that exists. The strong person benefits from his/her inner voice or 
intuition when making important decisions and discerns well before applying 
universal laws responsibly to achieve both personal and collective benefits. 
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The influential person also possesses willpower that brings victories that fit 
wisely in time and context. Finally, the successful, powerful man or woman has 
enough courage to listen and learn from those who know things better. 


But, if power is so related to the human spirit, and embedded in the human 
mind and consciousness; how is this faculty then created? Can the human soul 
arise on its own from earthly stuff as the materialists and atheists claim? We 
face here one of the greatest fallacies of Western atomistic, separatist, and 
reductionist reasoning. Not only has mainstream science never been able to 
prove why, where, when, and how the brain, and thus matter, produces mind 
stuff. But also that more broadminded scientists like the Swiss psychologist 
Carl Jung (1875 — 1961), mentioned earlier in chapter 6, have taken a stand 
against the official materialistic view from the West. 


And more recently the American psychologist Dr. Charles Tart (2009), in his 
book ‘The End of Materialism’, and the Dutch cardiologist Dr. Pim van Pommel 
(2010), in his volume, ‘Consciousness Beyond Life’, have been able to 
demonstrate that consciousness survives clinical and physical death! 


The latest findings of Tart and van Lommel bring us back to the religious and 
mystical traditions from ancient times that have always sustained that a 
human being is not merely a body with a mortal soul, but something much 
more complicated. 


Thus, the question of how the human brain creates consciousness and 
awareness that generate power can well co-exist with the answer that this 
comes through the soul who connects with a universal or cosmic higher 
power. 


People who go through the evolution of reactive consciousness, self- 
awareness, and cosmic or whole consciousness experience this. They also 
realize a limiting factor of the Ego. The Ego, nevertheless, can transcend the 
fiction of separateness and understand our possibility to apply power for the 
good of humanity. 


Summary: 

Philosophers like Aristotle and Descartes, as well as scientists like Newton, 
supported a materialistic view based on pure reasoning and logic. The latter 
led to the classical belief in the West that people are fundamentally separated 
from the world around them. However, the religions and mystical traditions 
from the old always taught that our universe forms a unity. Surprisingly 
quantum mechanics, the branch of biology named ecology, and modern 
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management theory, support this idea. But to grasp the truth mentioned 
above, people need to attain higher levels of consciousness and morality. The 
last-mentioned issue is essential for all who use power. After all, it will decide 
how much people realize the meaning of their actions, as well as their concern 
for others. In this respect, it is good to remember Kahane’s conclusion that 
unless we succeed in balancing and complementing our instinct for 
domination with our ability to be caring, we will never succeed in solving our 
social problems and co-exist in harmony with each other. The Kabbalah, 
representing Jewish mystical wisdom, describes power and strength as a 
personal responsibility associated with self-control, vision, reason, intuition, 
discernment, willpower, and courage to listen and learn from others. A 
person should use this power to make the right decisions for the benefit of 
everyone. And further, if power resides in a human’s mind and consciousness, 
how is the latter created? Can the human soul arise on its own from earthly 
stuff? Broadminded scientists like Carl Jung (1875 — 1961), Charles Tart (2009), 
and Pim van Lommel (2010), have taken a stand against the Western 
materialistic view. The last two have been able to demonstrate that 
consciousness survives clinical and physical death. Survival of consciousness 
beyond clinical and physical death is a plausible indication that a human being 
is not a body with a mortal soul, but a soul that can transcend into other 
realms. The question of how the human brain creates consciousness and 
awareness can co-exist with the idea that this comes from the soul who 
connects with a universal or cosmic higher power. People who go through the 
evolution of reactive consciousness, self-awareness, and cosmic or whole 
consciousness, experience this. But ego is a limiting factor that must transcend 
itself to grasp the reality of the unity of the whole and our relationship with it, 
and the need to apply power for the good of all humanity and not only for 
selfish, greedy purposes. 
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13. Epilogue 


Europe had sailed the seas around the globe and colonized large parts of it. 
The West was now present on all continents and decided what was best for 
the rest. Its original triumph of the scientific spirit and practical efficiency 
filled the colonizers with pride and confidence. They loved to see themselves 
as a world of tolerance, diversity of opinions, respect for human nights, 
democracy, concern for equality, and social justice. 


On the other hand, the colonized people experienced the Europeans and 
their offspring the North Americans as arrogant and dominant. After all, it 
had brought them slave labor, humiliation, and exploitation. A new era of 
disrespectful and dehumanizing treatment had overridden them. The Euro- 
centrists were dishonest, not trustworthy, and self-serving. 


The two opposing views would make many people think of a clash between 
the North and the South, or between the West and the East. There were 
indeed heavy clashes. But a more in-depth look at the situation swiftly 
shows a confrontation between the powerful and the powerless. In Europe, 
e.g., there had been for centuries mistreatment of the poor that at the end 
of the eighteenth century reached its climax in the long battled French 
revolution. While in the ex-colonies soon, new elites were formed that 
abused the lower classes, just like in the case of the aristocrats in the old 
continent. At present, after a decolonization process of about two hundred 
years, the situation not only did not improve but got even worse in several 
countries. Even in the USA and the EU, we find large groups of discontent 
citizens that claim that they lack participation and transparency in their 
respective political systems. 


Hence, everybody can benefit from understanding power plays and from 
learning how to cope with them most diligently. If this text contributes to 
the latter, it should be considered useful. 


As regards the phenomenon of power itself, this book reveals how simple 
its basic concepts are. Because power is nothing but the ability or capacity 
to do things oneself or have others do what you will. Since humans pursue 
achievements in each field and level of their endeavors, the very nature of 
power leads to the understanding that power is everywhere and that 
anything that helps you exert it is a power tool. 
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In this book, | briefly reviewed the concept of power throughout history by 
characteristic, center, need, drive, purpose, direction, sector, level, source, 
type, field, and instrument. Hopefully, this helped the reader get a better 
understanding of the concept of power. 


From a human perspective, this book stresses the fact that power has inner 
and outer aspects. Connections and relationships are vital, and further that 
the spiritual element indicated before is what counts most. 


The human brain is not only the most potent instrument any individual 
possesses, but it is also particularly connected to his mind, consciousness, 
and soul. 


When putting aside the material view of Western mainstream science, 
power becomes something divine, connected to the highest power source 
in the universe: A Higher Power, or GOD as most people would like to call it. 


That a person can abuse power so many times, comes through the wild EGO 
that only chases material goals that cannot provide enduring satisfaction. 
Therefore, becoming more spiritual and developing positive values is the 
only road to a real humanized world that will produce benefits for all. 


This volume also stresses the need for educating and re-educating people in 
the fields of Consciousness, Culture, Worldviews, Human Values, and Ego- 
Management. Ken Wilber, in his book ‘A Theory of Everything: An Integral 
Vision for Business, Politics, Science and Spirituality’ underlines the same 
need expressed afore. According to this author, science and spirituality are 
two sides of the same coin. He suggests that “deep spirituality is in part, a 
broad science of the farther reaches of human potential.” And human 
development he defines as “a successive decrease in egocentrism.” Wilber 
puts forward his conclusion that world problems are not just the result of a 
clash of civilizations, but a clash of levels of consciousness (Butler-Bowden, 
2013, 296). 


If the abovementioned insights are comprehended, accepted, and applied, 


this concise book will have accomplished its purpose; a powerful indication 
of what cognition, information, and communication can do. 
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List of abbreviations: 


BCE 
BRICS 
CARA 
CE 
CELAC 
CEO 
E.U. 
EEC 
FBI 
GDP 
HR 
ISIS 


NATO 
NPD 
NLP 
OAS 
OECD 
P-M 
PPP 

R.C. 

the USA 
UN 
UNCTAD 
US 

VP 


Before Common Era. 

Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa. 
Center for Applied Research in the Apostate. 

Common Era. 

Community of Latin American and the Caribbean States. 
Chief Executive Officer. 

European Union. 

European Economic Community. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Gross Domestic Product. 

Human Resources. 

The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant or Islamic State of Iraq 
and Syria. 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

Narcissistic Personality Disorder. 

Neurolinguistics Programming. 

Organization of American States. 

Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development. 
Power-Morality. 

Purchasing Power Parity. 

Roman Catholic. 

the United States of America. 

United Nations. 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development. 
United States. 

Vice President. 
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Endnotes: 


' Spiritual does not necessarily refer here to religious purposes. Besides we have to realize that the spiritual 

can also have its dark side. After all, Christianity, and Islam, the two largest religions on earth, both depict 

the devil as an evil spirit. 

i Retrieved from http://www.supercoloring.com/coloring-pages/michel-foucault. 

i Retrieved from http://www.quickbase.com/blog/the-5-types-of-power-in-leadership. 

’ Retrieved from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_spirit_of_the_laws. 

’ Retrieved from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Bacon and 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scientia_potentia_ est. 

“ Retreived from https://www.powercube.net/other-forms-of-power/foucault-power-is-everywhere/ 

“ll Discrimination can simply be a matter of attitude, nonetheless it can also be employed as a tool. 

vill Notice that criminal behavior, terrorism and aggressiveness in general are special kinds of misuse or 

abuse of power that can originate in fundamentalist beliefs or ideologies, or anger and hate evoked by e.g. 

social exclusion, economic inequality or different forms of unfair treatment. In all these cases we then have 

misbalances of power. 

* Retrieved from https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/the-main-ingredient/201303/fear-vs-power. 

«Retrieved from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Narcissistic_personality_disorder. 

* Retrieved from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S. K. Sama. 

xii Power in his text is defined as being not moral or immoral, thus neutral. But the forces power evokes can 

surely be applied for good or evil reasons. 

xl Ambition is the strong desire and internal drive to achieve success. It presupposes having goals and 

focused action otherwise it would remain fruitless. 

*V Retrieved from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maslow%27s_hierarchy_of_needs. 

*” Retrieved from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Two-factor_theory. 

Retrieved from https://success-mohawk.com/2015/11/06/psychological-flexibility-wait-what-this-a. 

»vil Graphics | is a contribution of the author, proposing a combination of the theories of Maslow and 

Herzberg with a system of moral codes or values. 

lll Retrieved from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Personality_type. 

** Retrieved from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mongol_invasion_of_Europe 

™ | deviate from the traditional view that Greece was the cradle of European Civilization since the Ancient 
Greeks lived with their backs turned on Europe, considering them barbaric tribes. Instead, their 
orientation was toward Egypt and The East, from where they had received most, if not all, of their 
knowledge and development. 

| Retrieved from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_Empire. 

«il Wicca is not a belief system with a centralized authority. It consists rather of several traditions and 

rituals. 

xi Other people from the West did the same as well. 

*V Chapter nine (9) will address the recommendations of the authors more specifically. 

*V Retrieved from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multinational_corporation. 

«vi Retrieved from http://www.taxjustice.net/2015/03/26/unctad-multinational-tax-avoidance-costs-de. 

vil The OECD is from European origin and was preceded by the Organisation for European Economic Co- 

Operation (OEEC), founded in 1948 to administrate the Marshall Plan. Note therefore that the word 

‘organisation’ is spelled here with an “s”. 

vill Erom the standpoint of the West, it was the USA and its allies that liberated continental Europe from 

the Nazis in World War ll. 

*«X Note that during the Cold War the world knew several Israeli wars, the Korean and Vietnam wars, as 

well as the Cuban Missile Crises. 

** Retrieved from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_diaspora. 

I Retrieved from https://sites.google.com/site/nashennsspraxis12/world-history/religion/invasions. 

ll Retrieved from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Opium_War. 

»xill Retrieved from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_Revolution_ (1949). 

»xiV Retrieved from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unity_in_diversity. 
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